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Abs tract

The View Of Man in Donghak and Its Implications for Modern

Education Lee, Won - ho

Donghak is considt:.red the first movement, initiated by
the people themselves, of ci\}il. rights in Korean history,
which confirmed equality and dignity of all men. It is
suggested that those ideas and norms of Donghak should be
understood and accepted as a precious inheritance of hum-
anistic foundations of Korean education. Above all, an
aff irmative aim for modernization sten;med from the Donghak
thought.

First, the thought confirmed a proposition of human di-
gnity by the idea of ‘Innaechun’ ( AJ3KX). The idea of
Innaechun was developed from ~ Sichunju” ( fXK¥E) and
*Yangchunju’ ( EXE), Innaechun means that man is the
very heaven, _

Second, the Donghak was built as an original religion
of Korea by synthesizing, compromising, and overcoming
Confuci ani sm, Buddhism, Taoism, and even Christianity.
Furthermore, it presented a new direction through the idea
of "Gaebyuck” (GARE) .

Third, it also showed a dynamic ideal in the propagative
method, in which the people’s awareness and equality of all
men were the main factors. Appealing to actual life and
emotion, an outstanding example of pedagogical application

was used in the propagation through “Gasa” (%% ), which

were conformed with the people’s consciousness of the period,

Fourth, Donghak was thorough in the union of Church and

State. It raised the concerns of religion, society, people,

-98_



and nation to an equal line rather than their separate
understandi ng, overcoming éuperstitiousu wizard, and
€scapist nature of a religion,

Fifth, the Donghak embodied modern sovereignty of the
people by awakening the people’s role for patriotism and
service to one’s country, which was previously solely r-
esponsible for the privileged class : “Yangban” ( 3L ) .

Sixth, advocating anti-feudalism, the participant
Spirit in society was sublimed into that of national
defense such as anti-Westerners énd anti-Japanese and
the spirit, at the same time, became the driving force
by which 'Gapo-Nongmin-Jeonjaeng” (EﬁfFi%E%ﬁfﬁ) was
outbroken. This spirit of independance can be found in
the context of the role of Ibnghak in “Samil® (=—)
movement and enlightenment campaign under the Japanese
rule as well .

Seventh, on the grounds of humanism aad egalitariani sm,
the development of Dbnghak thought achieved *Jeongshin-~
Gaebyuck® ( #5388 ) by eliminating the various evils
such as superstition, idol, prejudice, and selfishness,

It also completed "Minjok-Gaebyuck ™ ( E#%BIE ) which
wWas necessary for the making of an ideal society. Finally,
it showed a signpost of “Sawho i~-Gaebyuck” (H4&BEB) for
the realization of the society. -

It should be noticed as well that the solid organiza-
tion and management witﬁ outstanding backg round of thou-
ght were existed in the réalization of Donghak thought.

It is believed that the core of Donghak thought prov-
ides a good idea for humanistic foundations of Korean

education in the future.
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