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The Dialectic of Cognition and Being in Donghak :

A Practical Discussion of Peace and Unification Thought

HUA (A wF)

1. A &
2. A4 7 EA9 MFHA o3

1) M4 olsfe "aX

2) MSHA o3 £43 o 9y
3. T et 43 EAS WEY

1) EA9 AHEH 7Nz

2) ‘AR (B ) O FFUIEQ] AA
4. B3 TLAGS AHH =9

1) A% B3 a3 5

2) 3to} FAAMEY HHA =9
5.2 &
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B A7 F ved QAT EA9 MFHE Biket FLAEY
AAA =ote FHAAM nEder] A &4014. BepAE F8E g
(knowing)# &(living)®] #AX A& HIet TS SHAAN 4
AHRoz 7] A% Aolth ol MISHHY AA AT 7#HLS 3
XALE 9] o)A FE TEAUE 2] He Fol7Ix Sk ote wE B
ola Holg vHF AAstte o] URol, o 49 BAH BAS W
ZHALZ ot AL A9 %é%J# 712 g3le &4011, 3
9Als)e] FEE FF3E -

A EFE vEste
& LAY o8l glo
=2

FE(KE)] FE(KE) HYEKRE)S JAFE AMNAFZHHIANET
AR (FREFELE A BT EERM) S T8 A A2 F53te BH
B Ax o] gEolth. o A= HY W7t WAL, F HRALE o}
= AeE Y3 Jerhr 23L ME ¢E ZAAE AEE 89
T Aol7] WEoltt. TEF g2 FH A A 4(fragmentary knowledge)©]
ollzl tE(kiE)e AAM[EA omniscience]olth. 1AL FFo] ol
AAjelx, sHo] of AAolH, H{AZ}F ofd ‘AF 7|'st FZEH
ATk Q142 gks ol Ho|2ZE ‘ol AHknower), F U2 FA 9}
A2 ‘ol A= FAI AB/Y A U e RHEF AA—A

)ol gkt

Exoz 35(d B3, AW BEAA Al

o,
&
kv
o
N
o8
o
©
o
e

O
=0|="‘
=
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1) TREEE 9 S W"Wiﬂ o —ji, ol&®R THY Koram 9 ‘<4&V'¢ 7|=5n
TA7Z Bibles & st=d[FUAl], BFE "™} Vedass + "$WIAKE The Upanishadss +
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A4 e Hs vk o] FAlolst AR AL 2227} F7x), oj®Ey) 3
A EASA HAEAE SX FTAE, A Ta $=o] B9 v
o Eel W oldist glole AT ZAlo] YF == 3 TR
E, 2 od =ox A4S g $71 gtk "R wEo] o= A3 a
Neo2 FAE RolY, ARV (KuER)t = Awe] BAT Sujgz 71
wol F OJA(RAE) L o]XJ 2 ZL@EBIR)CIY, ‘W07 oA
XM= Aol FAJNXE € F71 e Aotk o]y AR e)7], &
FApotell gk Apztolopd e BE o] F3(hiE)E Sojfe Aojtt,

TFe dAle delngy) FARole =
Al B2 FR[H]olgtiE R2Ee—2 1
1€leltt. ANYAL ole]2E L X (Aristotle)7} T
(The First Unmoved Mover)3), & ‘A198)'9}x 2 Ao o} Fx}o}o
AP (EE), & FEALS AM) - B@) - AoE) doez Jers 3=
H, d714 e $F XAolm, We $= uuey AR [FEHK]olH,
e FFY 28 dadh 2R FAoles 3 A Tl T+
ARY ool £ $F9 28 Az2A o)ge A - iz - 2
BT ALY 49dAz HduE 5 Yok 2AAE Ao mao ‘o
(Spirit)” 2419 WAZS} 2229 R - A4 - Are] A9dAe 7
o2 FAsHA YEd Aolmz wi: ‘Edsly % (materialized
Spirit)’ o] T},

B &, A7} BAA} BAG 2Ee) BAZM So] ohde o}

)

HIHE. 718 The Bhagavad Gitas ) B2}sn}, $19 503 21 o wriel
I3 A= TEEAR, o KEe) $g W= 1o BAEY o= =@ 9a o)
J2HE AL FEF)o] BF Ao Eijo Auysde] FAolg dZE dEAtoI)

2) ol= LAI7E &7 mhgo] Xojy Aol TEhES ‘—HELE AV, & “mlgol dojupm ziy}
A Wo] dojifal vhgo] AlgAW 27hx] HWol AFAY, ZFe o4 nledo)g ke 04
ARto| LR LA DRABEEE S0 B T gAY, o] $58 939
S4e] Aol ofv)x] FxE2 WE FRIW(hologram) $FE, 19T A Balske] s
A BAL 9 A os nE YME & =y

3)  Frederick Copleston, S. J., A4 History of Philosophy(Westminster, Maryland: The
Newman Press, 1962), p.311.
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of el ¢3g T & U, WF ZLA FALE AAY F 3
o, AW HIAH AZLA, e 2938 H3AH 7718 5%
Qe word & QA "ok 185l 939 RE AL ¢4 HE Aot

Qe BA G} Ago] s ok Rol AR Bole] “Bol(FB), & *
EA(TH)IS AR o\Th FHT A (HR)C] BAQ THEY Y A4

g Aol Sbe AU A(—y e} BAAE 45 =g lod 4 B
st o] $FolA Yol 2AANT FABF BT} Bl s
e z8 Fe9 Agolth Asld ojwWd HE o gtk A% ool

AAGZ Y3 BPo] TYAMH mEE AL T olil(ego)elH el
A FE SFE ol AdE AT 7 de W Hkeh A
Ao AR == vlg24 sMEsAE Aol

AHg d¢d 247 FAogn Ass A 22 oldEoEs AW,
K)ol Aol gol & Aol 2R $29 FAjoldl FEALE HfP
7ol Q& Aotk AR £A¢ o] sugle IA RAdE AL THIH A

Aoke] A7NAELE ABA BRUE Aol, A3 ALAD AN2L4E A
2eA RAGE RolE, o 2 ANAABR)Y IPIE sdetsia RFvE R

) - AEEm)E AR SAER)A e AR
£ olde Aelth B UA FHotE ARATE Re dEY 2
B g2A Fgate A19A 48 EAE AF@e Aoy, olE

2ol B AHe HYE Fe vi2H J1E &A% Aoy tEgi

rN'

. dAg 1 ed A4Y Jus 2Ry, 78 ) AF7E 2
g AE 9719 FAHQ AR AL AUl BT A¥E 28 e
AR HE FAET AN s Aol

4) EFHRAAE Bl B AR oj2& HAL 10 vro] AYsia led, TH
e AR 9 ARsiE Ao kg FeUt e ARt 10 O HEHi( pramudita:
+RES AL, © EEHi(vimala: TEEEE ), @ ##u(prabhakari: &% K8 &K T o
& B3, @ EEM(arcismati: = HEIERS 92), © #¥t(sudurjaya: VU AEEE
2), ® Hiit(abhimukhi: MAREMSE 59 HF3AHR ToEeE /W), © =EITH
(duraagama: THEFS B, ® FEib(acala: EAKES IS), © F&M(sadhumati: HE
BES d49) O EEM(dharmamegha: KEWRE $3), o449 10940tk
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o5 A2 AR A oty wale 4P BAG Age B e
2 AN AYE wEd Holgle ABRHI AAGe gz A
Adfolch. DoAY AWF MYPe FRHL, At WA TEa
B, A AT F7 WS- AT - A) - FT 5 FAS AGetel
4BE AASY B4 4u1 W oolago =M Az ot A ¢grol
A5l | Rolk. ol AW BAQ Aol wast AW 1Y
BAGE el 45 ae%s}z Nee AR e WA & ol
NHY EALH AL BAE WMEA QAEFH A9 TAY 4@ o
o 7T G EF shRslAeke oA d4n 249 wzwn
ASl BAE PR RSt 9E AelT
53 £ A7E §8d dehd 943 =49 WEHe Fae TAx
49 ZdolN ddHoz FYFoRM PHE FUF PBo] Tojjo}
st AAS B Aae) sldstng Bk 2] HANE v Bl
RE FEAC] 2 sEole Mol A4 Rl Y ojs)r} BEx
otk & % £, BT 1, A%} £, Tue s} a7
A% Azl 298 $4 A7 EA9 BAS o WIYRow
ANT Bask EA, =F 28 WEUA o BAH ouje mo
A RE AHARZ 5,

l'ru

g

-

r
O

L Lo

2. 143 EAe] HEHF o]

1) 92 ols)e] Yan

EAAL ZE BAE JE 2z MAS ANEA Rai= g me
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A7 A9 Ao 7|t A€ THEY AAE vEgRA Zite

& A EAY A FAFA A A D AAY AR tE Az
A dEelth. AW AR ALIAHES HYsA K= 97 FA
(spiritual ignorance)Z <18 AA| ¢ 2 WEk= 4o 27 FA H
3 a9 wgt A3 ofeo] AAYUY Y3 BYo] THAANH ma2e Aol
ok ddl AHE A9 A7 AFS J[EA, BAFH |2, EZlE 29
AA 2225 @49 AAd 7HEHYE HA HEE Aot 2838ty A
o] EAQ Aokt 2 gl ¢FREEC] ME TE RAAH o|dEF
o2 JAAHAUA o] 7 FA, 4 AA, Fa3 AH, 7leH =Y, =
A HEA 7He] A<d(abyss)o]l &g &A E Heolth

9 Aol AZAIIE =F ZFolx AFste HIQU ¥MIHUIY %
A E o)sF "art ok ol Z 8 AF gV Z4H - dH
Ao HEEZA &3 e FFHY Ao I FHLEZAA Holrt
of & 9uldth A7 EAE HFHHLZE ol3sitte AL o &
o #AF BAL osgdthe RolH, ol & I g §
o) sz AZPY A EAY AV 2AHoE WF
E et A WFEA AT Aol BES T
9 B30 dE 7ZtFolth wmEA AAH EXE HFHIHLE o3 3}Y]
AsiMde €57 W3t A4 §YLY dEE A3 F A F
7} H a3t

A A9 I E FEI}T AR JHHAFH SAEZ]Y FY
a4, & 2o FEAHH ol & 4 AsAARH 1 A&
Zro] 3t} ‘of(selfy o ‘Hlolother)d] F WHEHE AoY o &9 F
&9 EAL oAl S FAFozA oA As[FF AsE Y3
g5dn A2 FAET oY WFHE BAc HUFHOE FIE

5) WFW AP 1Ed disiMe A, Y Jles (e BMER BEAEAES,
2010), 211-219 =,
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Aol EHoZ N2E A4S W0l oj=® UMY ma bjYol

A7elA doke 29 oA eqe)
Asshe PR s A4 Lo LAHE A4H EA)e] Wz
& AH Aew A AU gom A4S B 57 gy

eEY 29949 Jusld Be A7 499 97, Aus ago] o
£ A A7A WEAAAA 75, 220 A0 Boiste] AAF ety
o A% EAAY A4 et Foz FHA Afel BF B nzo)
HEel 47 EAo MW olse Bage 9% AXA Py 2
3 2, AAAH NG, BHH 25 5 QR F Fo] AUk ¥
& AYNA ¢ AL AREA 25T Bast A RolT. 47
2@)ol2he r9ete] A4S dosln MA Bstehe uPae] w77
T B D& Lot e, W A4S F33F A, Fa o
9 E7E By Rejustice)] 1AL & B o A
Aol HWA Q149 sjFe Aol o= I
27 HE A¥Ee A4 2z Aﬂ/%l ot 84 o]k za%—
olth 149 RelY = Y& FAolol BT 47 glole 4
W) AYRE ALY 4 Qomz ANH EA9 e v9x]
dh S FEA Btel ABe 28WAS ANsA Fahur
BA7k Welg W Zol g Aolth 2 Belg Hsho} s
gl BEd £HA BUCRE)CY] MEo] olet 2r28 93k,
4 RAse] GAshe Roly] Yotk BE Fwoh Abe] F4sh ATel
EAQ Aok U@ Azl 128 AL FAokd tg zzte] glo]=
SukE ol AAY £ 7] GEolth HU FRAY Y, = Ry
A)& FEIHE AL o] WEolth ANH EA WEWA ojse Pa

6) olE% AAFH EAo] WEHe AG. W. F. HegeD)9] A3} =99 W2 (master-slave
dialectic)ollXl £93] Zeldoh ‘Bt kRS F UPSE gEmol J&?l olglgl Mz e
ego Wellx e} “}7}7}7‘13 QI7F AL5]e] A} —‘-°ﬂ"1 HH 3 L}E}"}— uh, HAL o|2 dA} 3
A9 F BRC He W2 BFIT 29 BHAN GARE FT wole] WZHe Aol
Bah3iol, 1 A3 AINE YL oL BEA o] $RE olTo] A Aol
o YA BAL A4S BU=A A He Aol
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soto)

ol 2 SOInOr Jotet o= S

re

el o719 AUt

2 @EHA olale £A% 1 9]

AN 2AE WIHHOR oITE A& F AU VAN AL
olalgrozM AAAY HurlA Hoju} Hlo| AR Ho] HE RE ujg
- hsi3

. Weke EaelejAdA wold dAHel

CEEE Tx}ﬂ BREPRY sﬂwh Aol 150]‘4’ s8¢ 1 2

AE jﬂ]i«] HM" ulgtR A Rate AL E2F FJEI¥
(maya)9] “gute] e} o] AGE ZtEHal 7] Wit '
By, 2%, 98, o), Adl, A4 F o EE A°| ¢ F(seeing)S 7}
29, 3t LA ol doAUA EstA e viokd] Aol o] %
A} Aure gAe Ao wio AAUYE 27 s ArA}eh(samsara
AEERE)7E YA, T wreke] wpga AAtere]l F&q W
oj i} FAxtols A zbslAl ot welAE dAY R hEY AYGE F
3 5 Fol dojvts Aol

o
fr
ol

ol J
lo,

BEE 2ol Bie EARE FEITE ACIER APdo] 7)olE HA

7 9ok g 3L ooz o ¢F7F AARY

ato ok AMdE EA =W BHSH 2ARY 942 AHEAL 24
Foz EE HHE tsiA %"4'. A7to] =7l Eq2

7198te AojgriERthe Aol ZAFAQ AorA EE oA

SE Aotk V¥R &F, EASTS AER, 1A ¥ T LAY BE

Z A2 vlge] EdolH, udolgte U8 FAVL glole AHEE &

Qe Aotk w=e XA A 7 =B (Karl Pribram) E3 914

o) FA7} H7} by mhEelgR AT Ao =7E EPS FE
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A Y0l HF A glole A ARt o)Reld & gl

=9=e B Aol B }A 4 FAEE §(Carl Gustav
Jung)ell &3hd AZF AL ol 4F w29 AAY P @w wA
st A, T e} AA Wl F&Hod, B Yoo o]
7V el Ae] BAH EEE F o Ho] U4 ey £48
@7] Wl BRlE olsfstn AT 49 e} 7HAE =2 4 Agm
oY HhEE cUXelw Faeg 23 Y3, 2L FHF gde Nz
e A0l Slvhs AL AW A IHH L nHyH Yo

= 1 AA S HEH AFe] 94 ARE AP g A5Ho)
1R EF, AFR T, AR B F 27 % Ive gz A
FAAT G2 A7} o)A : ghe] do] AW 5 Y& A
A 22 37 AG Rl

M o $77h oA vlewde F2F FUe A5 ANE 2ol
ol | o] AN AL Ao A=e}
Eﬂ —{"_,\—],:l}'o]“ﬂ_, %]Z}%]_x‘l %—}'_9_‘.:5_ %HBO]—?_]_ ”}_'Eﬂ_l-o]q_.nlo) ogxg_, %/\C‘}O] —é—}_l’]_?:!

r
o
d
=h
o
G
iy
A=
ie,
rjg
2
rO
of
>

7) 72 ZBFe oy, 47 712 Bl 93] AFo] A Sojem A7) shgHe) ik}
€ 7AA 2% Se(wave)? FHl2 Ho] d@Eed|, o)W R Ry g wE W) 7]
doziE 4719 g5 FeHo FYFA GHE JlEE dEL = Ao uh&olx, EYUs}
H 2 ARES JAEA He Aodx s

8) Carl Gustav Jung, Synchronicity: An Acausal Connecting Principle, Collected Works
VIIL (Princeton, NJ.: Princeton University Press, 1972); C. G. § A&, d2gd79 C.
G ARAGNY &3, "4YY T4, (§ 718 A=Y (L 2, 2002) =,

9) AT i F A sHorE FFAMor AAXE W=Y ol AE]E A (Werner
Heisenberg), 'd2 Ho|(Niels Bohr) ¢ €& Z#s}7l 14 (Copenhagen Interpretation of
Quantum Mechanics(CIQM), 1927)3% UWE o}QIrERI(Albert Einstein), dlojHl= Xy
David Bohm) 5ol 2@ ZHEHQ #ldo] Yt o 84 ZFE gaish 55 o]2Ad)] 7]
Zate] A AA S o)Euo] MY = Ao BE HNE dXeAw ahA &
Aol e o)FAY Al JIe FHEA 23 o HE BL Twe oA Z29A
(superquantum field) /& F3) MW o2 FHainz Yok oA 2jol7} gl o]
#HAME HWA, TBAY Jl&; | 238-240%,

10)  Maitri Upanishad in The Upanishads, translated from the Sanskrit with an introduction
by Juan Mascaro(London: Penguin Books Ltd., 1962), p.104: “Mind is indeed the source
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& Agste FAE 71 AR o] ¢ A Fhwste whge] WY

2 odard £ HUe FE 2 78 24T Rl GEUA

Aok oJ¥R A4 EAY WEWA ol BAe whee] sy 2
A

°] ‘3%%42# At “71 oW Rol= oEsHA] FowA e T

dA BEAAAY WsE FAse FAjol
[FEA]S vtz 44, & HfEE oS AAI Aotk A A
(F#E)ol s, FAG gholm, w5l Aoltt. vhge] 3ol e ok

BEolE 3 a&a:f_ A A}iw 0171 n-a o]k,

AR FRolrk A7 BARA g2 Bl AANHL 2AH o}
o ¥y PP A g2 2AZA AP 99
AzA ABIHE e FUAdNY F F9L AW
Z 949 BFde B3 98 A%} JRAAE Aoln FAW gS F
sl Uolrbe otk ad® o] 98 ABHE o|F1 o) AL ARl
S AQN ARE $F9 AYFFo] 9F Asjolm, S5} 3

A AR ER GH ABY BBols] WFolth $3e A AL ¥
2R802 Az FI—9F AYlPGLE Fre——o|
Aeo] Qo] AAHoE nE GF Ase] PPN o2 & gAl Hol
Ak GH W] s szt 2o A2 AFAY 7157} Fo
Aoz 93 33E B3 AFE Aotk AP vheold AUe] gle
9401, 940 Aol Gt AL T FHoz AZsGE AW 2
FE 93 7170 AU FH7t Hol Aoke RelTh ANF =AY W
07 olale) FaAo] 7)ol Aok

rlr >E
.E
%0,
tijo
i

of bondage and also the source of liberation. To be bound to things of this world: this is
bondage. To be free from them: this is liberation.”

11) The Bhagavad Gita, translated from the Sanskrit with an introduction by Juan
Mascaro(London: Penguin Books Ltd., 1962), 13. 14. : “~-He is beyond all, and yet he
supports all. He is beyond the world of matter, and vet he has joy in this world.”

_10_
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1) &9 A48 Sz

Fo e EA0) AN EH V2 WA} 29, BA9 L9 Fdo
Ak WA 24, £A9k 289 Fdo] h@ AL st2wE 4y 2 a9l
< UZFRE-FE Y TJARH AT f4H HA - 2R 0|9 g ot o
A 29 §A BEE $ert Bdolgtn A7 Ao sjae =3
FHFHE AUA AF—3F, £ - 47 A2 - k@ PARA YRS
d Sl 2522 AFde oA FEE)—0F 9999%7} B u =27
22 oA o AME HAEA £ A AP Ro FE A4
3= Hl Ak ol A4 eFE H - A< AA ABX g
Az RA WEels o2 s £ AAvt 29des Bisd sEi
A AR EE @ BY ddoz ASAA 9 oY A o
Wz AGS vietRA 233 fdclahs Z2AEL T AP Bo
2N AR EAS A7t AAYE Aol

A TR S vEtE ] SEME olEW A A4 B 3
ofek 3L, olEH AR A4 B¢ HEY] PshME $F9 Bh A
°f FAAAE oto} 3in), Ago] LAAAE %7 PaliE <14
HE 7 e Aot U AZo] FEHolg. Az Hxjold] g
Zol flol= A% e A A712d8E Bt S glomz oy
A A= 9R7] ojFek ARote] FHAM WA (LIS AT
H3h we BE 7Y ®, A% 58e 98 ool U $=u

A=} L
=0 A4 2L whEsn QAW YL 29T JLS AAY 49

(s

o ¥ X & u
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HOINY 2 SOINor Feoret o= S

o] dtte Aot FEME olF FIuxd o ‘FHEEA (M
REZIEy, & “7F1 EoteA] &Fo] fle ol EE) 12 UrEMW
o] & AE(RH)za HH3A.

o]A Y FIo] Uehd A9 AAEFH x| dig ojdle A®WY &
e olslete AoZRE AT AYe £ gl ol A=
F2A A FARolrt vl EAZA AN e A HEHA
Ewd)e RN AEdte AME oFfiste o AT FEel
Zolsle ‘Al(fr) 2 Al 7HA gH], & W/RAZ(NEME) - -F718HER
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Self and Jigi)(Z %, Ultimate Energy)
: Individual and Entirety in Donghak Thought

e MMAARH AAA, aga 3=

424 (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore)

Donghak? is widely marked as the first indigenous religion to Kore
a. Its influence on Korean society at the shift period of modernization
was enormous, as generally acknowledged3). The Donghak followers pl

ayed a key role in a series of revolutionary movements4 against social

1) In this paper, the transliterations of Korean terms are based on Revised Romanizationof Korean (abbr.
RR), which has been officially used in South Korea since Ministry of Culture and Tourism released
to the public in 2000. However, the system commonly used for Korean transliterations in Western
scholarly community is McCune-Reischauer system (abbr. MR). Most publications of introducing Korea
also follows MR up to recently (e.g. Ch’oe ed. 2000, Buswell Jr. ed. 2007, and Baker 2008), while
the domestic joumals published in English currently adopt RR, e.g. Korea Journal and The Review of
Korean Studies. Even worse, in the earlier literature, the transliterations of the termsshow more
variations on one’s own authority. Therefore, although I hold RR for my transliteration in this paper, I
leave the original transliterations in quotation untouched, and I will also provide some variations as
well as MR.

2) Donghak is translated commonly into "Eastern Learning" and occasionally into "Eastern Philosophy."It

is transcribed into Tonghak (MR), and sometimes Tong-hak.

3) See Weems (1964).

4) "A series of revolutionary movements" not only refers to "Donghak movement' in 1894 but also
means all sorts of social movements started or led by Donghak and Cheondogyo from the late 19th
century to the early 20th century, such as March First movement (also Samil Movement), Children’s
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and economic injustice and foreign domination® in the late nineteenth

century to the early twentieth century. The Donghak movementf) has b
een highly valued in that it shows a spontaneous response from the p
eople at the lower level of society to the intellectuals as well as an in

dependent resistance against foreign influence.

However, the core thought of Donghak remains complicated and its
nature as a religion is also elusive. The first thing that makes us be in
confusion and miss the point is related to its syncretic characteristic. T
he conventional phrase for Donghak, most Koreans have repeatedly he
ard about this religion in school history, is ‘a synthesis of Confucianis
m, Buddhism, and Daoism.” This negligent explanation often frustrates
our motivation to explore the own nature of Donghak and urges us to
regard it as a mixture of all kind of traditional thought. The other reas
on why Donghak is even now struggling to establish the religious iden
tity is linked to social and political factors. Cheondogyo?), the moderni
zed version of Donghak, could not completely take over the predecesso
r's right although it is the oldest indigenous organized religion®) of Ko

rea as well as the only legitimate successor of Donghak. Few Koreans

movement, Women’s movement, and Publishing movement etc.

5) See Choe ed. (2000: 261)

6) How to define the Donghak movement is still pending among Korean historians. The historians who
pay attention to its revolutionary feature and of a stratum of the main group tend to call it "Donghak
Peasant Revolution" which is generally used nowadays. On the other hand, some historians who want
to emphasis the political strife between classes are inclined to call it "Gabo Peasant War" stripping
off the label of "Donghak,” and instead adding up a numeral 1894 or the traditional name for the
year, Gabo, which means the 31%binary term of the sexagenary cycle. The term, Donghak movement,
is on neutral ground between: them and, at the same time, implies it continued on the succeeding
movements as mentioned above. The terminology is varied in different literature, e.g. Donghak
uprising, struggle, demonstration, and rebellion etc.

7) Cheondogyo is translated into "Religion of Heavenly Way." There are other transcriptions, i.e.

Ch’6ndogyo (MR), Chondo-gyo, and Chondogyo.
8) See Baker (2007: 449). As for "organized religion," he enumerates some requirements such as
"canonical texts," "standardized procedures,” "clearly defined hierarchy of those ritual specialists,” and

"permanent building" etc.
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are ignorant of Donghak but only a few Koreans are aware of Cheond
ogyo.

The history of Donghak is curved, indicating the unbelievably strikin
g growth at the beginning and the incomprehensible declination of reli
gious influence in the post-colonial era. Kirsten Bell brings forward an
interesting observation on it. She takes notice of the contrast between
Cheondogyo’s prominence in government-sponsored publications and th
e general ignorance among the public. She argues that Cheondogyo’s li
onization in state and nationalist discourses, ironically, has been detrim
ental to the religion itself. She comes to the conclusion that the Dongh
ak Revolution may have "made" Cheondogyo into a key historical artif
act but it has simultaneously been "unmade" as a religious movement
with any real relevance to the presentd. Her analysis successfully seiz
es the intricacy of the historical and political situation over Donghak/C
heondogyo, but the essential question still remains unsettled. What ma

kes Donghak be able to be Donghak?

The existing general introductions on Donghak/Cheondogyo mostly p
rovide us only with contour-chasing description from the observer’s vie
wpoint at a distance. Although a few recent researches show the conce
rm about Donghak’s own naturel9), but more researches still convey su
perficial observations, what is worse, which are often full of mistake

s1D). On the one hand, the researches which overemphasize the Dongha

9) See Bell (2004).

10) "The Ch’ndogyo concept of God is also distinctive. The God of Ch’dndogyo is neither a
supernatural personality like the God of Christianity nor an impersonal metaphysical concept like the
absolute of Neo-Confucianism. Rather, Hanullim is something in between." (Baker 2007: 450); "The
new religion was eclectic...But it was not simply a hodge-podge of Chinese and Korean notions of
spirituality; the power of Ch’oe Cheu’s mystical vision infused these various elements with new
meaning and bound them together in a coherent whole." (Ch’oe 2000: 228)

11) We even now face at preposterous statements such as ‘Ch’oe Sihydng is the nephew of Ch’oe Cheu’
(Grayson 2002:198) and groundless views such as "Ch’oe’s experience was wholly shamanistic in
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k movement never give attention to Donghak itself. On the other han
d, the researches which provide a general understanding on Donghak
often reveal overall ignorance on their subject-matter. Our question is n
ever answered yet. How do we penetrate into the heart of Donghak?
There is a need foranother approach to explore Donghak from a differ

ent angle.

To answer to the question of Donghak’s own nature, it should be cl
arified before everything else how the relationship of two key terms ‘s
elf and ‘Jigi" (Ultimate Energy)1?has been understood in the Donghak
thought. It is because Donghak originated from Choe Je-u (1824 - 186
4)13)’s religious experience and the nature of this experience is revealed
into the encounter of Choe Je-u himself and God, appeared as Jigi. In
addition, as we will see, the Donghak’s development is related to the t
ransformation of the concept ‘self” Although Donghak has been success
ively evolved since its birth in 1860, its teaching has always been pivo
ting around the relationship between self and entirety. In this paper, I
will explore the most pivotal matter of Donghak thought, i.e., the prob
lem of self and entirety. I will argue that Choe Je-u experienced an a
wakening of the selfin totally different way that Korean had ever had
before this concept of self brings each believer to each one’s sense of s
elf-awakening as a result, it triggers and sustains a series of the nation

-wide revolutionary movements.

My methodology to prove the above hypotheses sets two points fort

_ character" (Grayson 2002: 200) in a common introduction to Korean Religion. What is more, we
often find an absurd mistake such that Ch’oe Sihydng preached "In Nae Ch’dn," which is in fact Son
Pytnghiii’s own term, even in the book describes Donghak as an original thought.(Ch’oe 2000: 229)

12) Chiki (MR), Chikeui: ‘Ultimate Energy’ is a literal translation. It is also regarded as Entirety,
Ultimate presence, and God.

13) Choe Je-u(ak.a. Suun) is also transliterated: Ch’oe Che’u (MR), Ch’oe Cheu, Choe che-u, Choi Je
Woo
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h as premises, which are prone to be overlooked. The first point is the
fact that Donghak was not only introduced and developed by Choe Je-
u but has also been transformed and enhancedl4) through two main sp
iritual figures, Choe Si-hyeong (1827 - 1898)15 and Son Byeong-hui (186
1-1922)16). The second point is that the question about the nature of D
onghak should be reoriented from defining Donghak with existing term
s towarddiscussing the heart of the thought in its own context. Therefo
re, I will refer to the phases enriched by its successors as well as the

original idea of the founder so as to understand the relationship of sel
f and entirety in Donghak. Besides, I will concentrate on clarifying the
characteristic of fundamental thought of Donghak, instead of distracting

my attention to answerany collateral question.

This paper is constructed as the following. First, I will analyze the c
haracteristics of Choe Je-u’s experience and the meaning of Donghak in
cantation, which resulted from the experience. By doing so, it will be ¢
lear why his awakening was so unique in Korean intellectual history. S
econd, I will examine how Choe Je-u’s message was transformed and
extended by Choe Si-hyeong and how it could transfigure each individ
ual follower. Third, I will explore the dramatic change of the standpoi
nts on the relationship of self and entirety between Choe Si-hyeong an
d Son Byeong-hui and argue that Son’s choice was the inevitable optio

n as a religious leader in the transition period of modernization.

The Characteristic of Choe Je-u’s Revelation and Donghak Incantatio

14) Kim Yonghwi fairly holds this position. (Kim 2005: 11) My paper owes this point to his research.
As for the development of Choe Je-u’s own religious experience, see Kim (2005: 34-37) .

15) Choe Si-hyeong (ak.a. Haewol): Ch’oe Sihyéng (MR), Ch'oe ShiHyeong, Choe Sihyung, Choi
Si-Hyung, Choi Shi Hyung

16) Son Byeong-hui (a.k.a. Uiam): Son Pydng-hiii (MR), Son Byunghee, Son Byong-hi
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Choe Je-u described his revelation both in Chinese and Korean. To ¢
omprehend his intention, I would like to summarize the linguistic situa
tion in those days. There was an extraordinary gap between the spoke
n languagel?) and the written language in pre-modern Korea. Although
the Korean Alphabet system, Hangeul, was created by King Sejong (13
97-1450) in 1443, thereafter up to the late 20"century, the intellectuals
wrote their thoughts as before in classical Chinese style and with Chin
ese ideographs, Hanmun. Therefore, even at the time of Choe Je-u, Kor
ean people were still using the two-fold writing systems, Hanmun and
Hangeul. The classical Chinese was only used for writing, not for ordi
nary conversation, but dominantly used for literary purpose among the
intellectuals. Compared to Hanmun literature, Hangeul literature was p
roduced among the lower classes, small in number, and less refined, b
ut reflected the rhythm of vernacular Korean speech and delivered eve
ryday conversation. It was rare thing that a well-educated intellectual
produced Hangeul literature in Joseon Period. Nevertheless, Choe Je-u
was fully aware of the merits of Hangeul literature with all his knowl

edge of classical Chinese.

Donggeong Daejeon (lit. Great Collection of Eastern Scriptures)18), the
completed works of the well-organized essays, was written by Choe Je-
u in classical Chinese so as to explain Donghak’s teaching systematicall

y and by doing so to persuade the intellectuals. While Yongdam Yusa (1

17) Before the mid 15"century, Korean had used archaic writing systems to record what they spoke, e.g.
Hyangchal (lit. vernacular letters) and Idu (lit. civil-servant graphs), which adopted some Chinese
characters to express Korean syllables.

18) Kim Choon Sung translates it into "Eastern Great Scripture"(Kim 2002) : Baker "a collection of
canonical writings by Ch’oe Cheu" (2007:449)
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it. Memorial Songs of Yongdam)!9), an anthology of popular-style songs
with four-foot in a verse, was written in vernacular Korean for the gen
eral public’s full understanding. In the two different scriptures, the Ulti
mate is called by different names. In the texts written in Chinese20), th
e two established Chinese terms are used for denoting the Ultimate pr
esence:One is a Sino-Korean term, Sangje (The Lord above) the other is
an adopted term from Catholicism, Cheonju (the Lord of Heaven). How
ever, they are only translation in a sort from Korean concept into Chin
ese character so as to get matched to Chinese text?l). In the texts writt
en in Korean, e.g. Yondam Yusa, they are replaced by a native Korean

term, Hanullim?2). Therefore, I will use the term Hanullim to refer to

the Ultimate in Donghak if it is not necessary to make an additional r

emark.

Choe Je-u was a frustrated intellectual by the distorted caste in
Joseon period?3). He observed the miserable state of the people under t
he corruption and incompetence of Joseon government and was filled

with anxiety about the critical phase of his country to be getting the b

19) Shin translates it into "Posthumous Songs of Yongdam" (1979:19)

20) The texts include not only Dongyeng Dageonbut also the other Scriptures such as Haewol Sinsa
Beopseol and Uiam Seongsa Beopseol.

21) Baker argues that Hanullim was only the vernacular translation of the term Cheonju rather than
Cheonju was a Chinese translation of the indigenous term Hanullim. He insists that "Hanullim appears
only in the few vernacular documents Ch’dndogyo began producing from the early 1880’s." (Baker
2002 p.127) But Dongyeng Dageon, where ‘Cheonju’ appears, was published in 1880 and Yongdam
Yusa, which is the "vernacular documents," was successively published in 1881 both by Choe
Si-hyeong. Considering the poor publishing condition of those days, twopublications should be
regarded as almost simultaneous events. It is not plausible to believe that Hanullim was the translation
of Cheonju.

22) Fortunately, in MR as well as RR, the transliteration of Hanullim is the same.

23) Choe Je-u was a son of a remarried widow, which barred him from applying for a civil official
under the examination system of Joseon period. Nevertheless, his father, a reputed scholar Choe Ok,
felt special affection for his intelligent son begetting in his later years and so educated his son to
complete Confucian cultivation. This estrangement between his ability and social restraints made Choe
Je-u unsettled although his father left an enough inheritance to make a living.
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attlefield of the World Powers. He ranged over all sort of teachings an
d went around all over the country but could not find the solution. T
he revelation happened to him during the retreat when he came back
home after all his academic and practical efforts had come to nothing.
According to Podeokmun (On Propagating Virtue)?4, Choe Je-u heard t
he voice of Heaven with severe trembling. I cite the experience for the

sake of argument in spite of its length.

Then a totally unexpected event occurred one day in the fourth month of t
hat year. ) All of sudden a chill came over my heart and my whole body s
hivered. It was as if I had abruptly fallen ill, but I couldn’t tell what sort of
illness had attacked me. Then my ears seemed to pick up a strange voice. It
is difficult to describe. The closest I can come to describing it is to say that
it sounded like the voice of one of those immortals who lives deep in the mo
untains. I was frightened and asked, "Who are you?" An answer came back,
"You don’t have to be afraid. I am the one whom human beings call the Lor
d Above (Sangje). Don’t you know who the Lord Above is?" Startled, I aske
d why he was talking to me. He replied, "So far I haven’t been able to acco
mplish all that I have wanted to accomplish. Therefore I have sent you into t
his world so that you can teach human beings the right way to do things. S
o cast all fear and doubt aside and listen to me. I then asked, "Do you want
me to teach people the Western way of doing things?" He replied, "No, not
at all. I have a talisman that is called the ‘medicine of the mountain immort
als.” -+ Take this talisman and use it to heal people of the various diseases t

hat afflict them. Also, I am giving you an incantation of mine that I want y

24) This experience is rephrased over and over again in the various chapters of the Donghak Scriptures:
"Nonhakmun" (On Learning Truth) in Dongyeng Dageon "Gyohunga" (Song of Instruction), "Ansimga"
(Song of Comfort), and "Yongdamga" (Song of Yongdam) in Yongdam Yusa etc.

25) It was the 5™ of April, 1860.
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ou to use to teach human beings on my behalf. If you do this, you will live

a long life and will propagate virtue all over the world." 26)

Although he was completely healed of illness after he followed the v
oice’s instruction and the experience was too real for him to deny, he
over and over again doubted the truth of what he attained.Because the
experience was not found in any teachings he had ever accessed to an
d the voice straightforwardly had rejected his attempt to find a clue fr
om the new religion, Catholicism, he could not know how to cope wit
h the revelation. After almost one year’s reflection and verification?”), h
e convinced himself of the revelation and established Donghak’s incant
ation and composed Donghak’s scriptures?8). When he came to underst
and his revelation at length, the message of Hanullim was rephrased i
nto "My heart/mind is nothing but your heart/mind."?9) It seems to b
e a slight difference but a significant change. Hanulimwas still talking
to him and he was hearing the voice but in the end he was aware th
at the voice was not different from the voice inside Choe Je-u himself.

Hanullim is not a commander in heaven above but stays in us.

26) I quote Baker’s translation here. (Baker 2007: 456) Although his translation seems to be too free, it
is readable and a product after careful consideration as well. The original text is quoted from
"Podeokmun" (#5#83Z, On Spreading Virtue) in Donggeong Daejeon.

27) 1t is said that his religious experience lasted all through the period. The traditional Korean
calculation inclines to count a year on the basis of four-season-unit, that is to say, taking spring as
the beginning and winter as the end, while Western calculation tends to count a year in full. Suppose
that one had experienced something in this April and it had now been in November after several
months had passed since then, Korean might have said ‘almost one year, while a Westerner ‘seven
months.” Therefore, the time he indicated with "almost one yearin Nonhakmun is most likely
sometime at the end of that year. Yi Don-hwa reported that Choe Je-u entered on a new phase on
20" of September of that year after continuous conversation with the Ultimate. (See Kim 2005: 35) If
it is the case, the incantations would be produced after 5 months and more.

28) See "Nonhakmun" (On Learning Truth) in Donggeong Daejeon: "Ejf&$%—p5%, EmEC R, IR
EIANCHE, B —LUER —DAERB s, —LMERSS S, REEE R

29) Ibid. "B 8l
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How can a being be existent inside, and be existent outside at the sa
me time? The key to the mystery of Hanullim is [igi.30) It can be tenta
tively put into "Ultimate Energy" but the meaning of Jigi is even broad
er and deeper than that. i means ‘ultimate’3)) and gi is "the matter an
d energy out of which the universe is constructed" but has "creative a
nd controlling powers."32) Gi is the energy to form the entire universe
and at the same time to form each individual person. Each of us is ‘o
f as well as ‘in’ Hanullim, Ultimate Energy, if only one accomplishes
one’s own gi, in that one’s gi as an entity and Jigi as Entirety are not
distinguished in nature. Due to the absence of the mind-body dualism
in Asian context, the flow of gi is revealed to be the mental as well as
the physical functions of all sorts. Therefore, the pivotal point of the re
velation here is not just to understand what Jigi is, but to communicat

e with it, to possess it, and to let it alive in oneself.

Jigi is a crucial component in the Donghak incantation, jumun. There
are three kinds of Donghak incantations left, being known as Choe Je-
u composed after his revelation.33) There are the Master’s incantation, S

eonsaeng jumun,and the Disciple’s incantation, Jeja jumun34) The latter is

30) In Chinese, "qi (42)" is equivalent for Korean term "gi." Jigiis also rendered into "Vital Energy."

31) Ji also means "to reach.” One can see "Ji" in Asian context implies the final result of a long series
of efforts or events rather than something "fundamental” or "supreme" beyond ordinary events.

32) Here I borrow Baker’s explanation of gi. (Baker 2007: 450-451) On the whole, I appreciate his
point that Donghak borrows those two meanings of gi, the matter and energy, from Neo-Confucianism
but adds to them those new meanings, the creative and controlling powers. However, I do not entirely
agree with him from the point that "gi"is not only a Neo-Confucian term but also an enduring term

retroactively to Daoism in pre-Qin period.”

33) There is another 14-syllable incantation tecited by the Cheondogyo believers these days: Sin-sa
Yeong-gi A-sim-jeong Mu-gung Jo-hwa Geum-il-ji. (The Spiritual Master’s divine energy makes my
mind/heart settled. May the infinite creation come to me today) It was proclaimed by Son Byeong-hui
as the occasion demand in 1911 and its current usage is limited to Sunday evening prayers.

34) Baker presents four incantations now in use: the 21-syllable, the 8-syllable, the 13-syllable, and the
14-syllable incantation as mentioned above (Baker 2007: 457-458), instead of introducing the Master’s
incantation and the Beginner’s incantation. However, since the 21-syllable is in fact the combination
of the 8-syllable and the 13-syllable, it turns out that he suggests only two kinds of incantations, the
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once again divided into two, one for beginners and one for regular me
mbers. These diverse incantations reflect his prudential revisions in the
early stages of revelation, while only the Disciple’s incantation for regu
lar members is widely recited now. In Choe’s Scriptures, the incantatio
ns are referred to as "three-seven syllables (viz. 21-syllable)" or "13-syll

able." The 21-syllable incantation is the extended form of the 13-syllabl
e incantation by adding up the 8-syllable incantation in the front. The

main incantation is the 13-syllable incantation, which is called Bon jum

un (Main incantation).35) The 8-syllable incantation, which is called Gan
gnyeong jumun (Spiritual incantation),36) is not independently recited but
joined to the 13-syllable incantation for the purpose of praying the des
cent of Spirituality. Jigiappears in the 8-syllable incantation. Analyzing t
he varjation between the two early incantations and the established reg
ular incantation, one can see how the relationship of Jigi and self was

transformed. The following are the incantations3?) in the supposed orde
r in which they were produced. The 21-syllable does not mean that its
recitation has 21 beats. When the 21-syllable incantation is recited, it h

as generally 12 beats as you see in the below tables.38)

21-syllable and the 14-syllable; otherwise three kinds of incantations, the 21-syllable, the 13-syllable
and the 14-syllable, because the 8-syllable is not an independent incantation.

35) Baker puts it into "Sacred incantation." (Baker 2007:460)
36) Baker puts it into "the incantation for inviting the descent of the Divine Presence" ibid.
37) For reference, here I present the Chinese characters of those incantations.

et BBy ERSEMAR AL £ KEHORE ST mm
PHFUL 180 BREEREAMASEEE
[RFUL BB BERSEEERE AL 5 XIS b EAEREEE

38) When only the 13-syllable is recited, the tempo of recitation becomes much slower into 32 beats (or
sometimes 16 beats) and the rhythm is also varied. Refer to the below table.
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21 syllables)

Spiritual | AJi | Gi AGeum | Ji ASa  !|Wol |ALae |~
| | I |
e ACheo | ! !
Main ~Si i ~ . E Ju “Yeong ': A ANang i Saeng
incantat ? P —— —
teantation | i : Gung | “Mu = : Gung I "Man | Sa A | =
L ! 1 !
Disciple’s incantation for beginners (13-syllable)39)
AJi i Gi AGeum i Ji “Won i Wi "Dae E Gang
] : I I I
i 1 i ‘
Main "‘Wi i ~ ~Cheon : Ju ~Go E A ~Jeong ‘ ~
. . i i i 1
Incantation | Ayeong | Se “Bul | Mang |“Man | Sa AUL i~
Si -|Cheon |-{Ju |-|- -1Jo -| hwa |- | Jeong | - | - | -
Yeong |- | Se -{Bul [-|Mang |-|Man |-|Sa |- |J - l-1-

The different tempos may be related to the different uses between the

21-syllable and the 13-syllable incantations: the 13-syllable is generally chanted by

congregation during various rituals; the 21-syllable is mostly chanted during spiritual

training.

39) There is no established English translation of the Donghak incantation yet. For reference, here I
present some franslations from the published materials. The following is -of the beginner’s incantation.
"T pray to God to look to me. If one remembers God forever, all will be realized" (Shin 1979:15)
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Disciple’s regular incantation (8-syllable + 13-syllable = 21syllables)40)

o | E Gi ~Geum i Ji “Won i Wi "Dae E Gang
Spiritual ! ! ! !
incantation Ultimate Be now and Pray to be/ {Jigi) be

Energy here ask for within me
5 s  Nean |
ASi I~ ~Cheon ! Ju ~Jo i Hwa L~
! ! ! g !
The Lord of Tranquil/
Bearing/Serving Transformation
Main Heaven balanced
incantation | “Yeong ,: Se “Bul E Mang | “Man i Sa Al ,: ~
. I I I I
Through all
Don't forget All affairs Be aware of
ages

I shall begin with the differences between the Master’s incantation an
d the regular Disciple’s incantation. There are three modifications: 1) ‘S
a-Wol-Lae’ to ‘Won-Wi-Dae-Gang’ 2) “Yeong-A-Jang-Saeng’ to ‘Jo-Hwa-]
eong’ 3) ‘Mu-Gung-Mu-Gung’ to “Yeong-Se-Bul-Mang.” First, ‘Sa-Wol-La
¢’ means ‘(Ultimate Energy) visited me in April" while “Won-Wi-Dae-G
ang’ means ‘I pray that (I realize) the Ultimate Energy within me.” Sec
ond, “Yeong-A-Jang-Saeng’ means ‘(Hanullim) let me live long” while ‘J
o-Hwa-Jeong’ means ‘to be tranquil in the Transformation.” Third, ‘Mu-
Gung-Mu-Gung’ means ‘forever and ever’ while "Yeong-Se-Bul-Mang’

means ‘constantly aware of (Hanullim within me).” As the Master’s inc

40) Baker’s translation is all of the 21-syllable, while Shin’s one is only the part of the 13-syllable.
"Ultimate Energy being all around me, I pray that I feel that Energy within me here and now.
Recognizing that God is within me, I will be transformed. Constantly aware of that divine presence
within, I will become attuned to all that is going on around me." (Baker 2007: 450); "Serve God and

creation (chohwa) will be tranquil (chdng). If one remembers God throughout one’s life all will be
realized." (Shin 1979:15)
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antation is what Choe Je-u first received from Hanullim, it is full of ju
bilation in awakening from his point of view. On the other hand, the

regular Disciple’s incantation is what he revised later on the purpose o
f awakening people in generaland at the same time it reflects his trans
formed understanding of Hanullim. The notable change is the disappea
rance of the ‘self'4) in the revised version. The ‘A’ (self) was the subj
ect to converse with and receive Jumun from Hanullim in the first vers

ion but ceases to exist in the regular Disciple’s incantation.

The comparison between the Beginner’s incantation??) and the r
egular incantation tells us the same thing. The existing gap between th
e self and Jigi in the Beginner’s incantation vanishes in the regular inc
antation. There are also three places of alterations: 1) “Wi-Cheon-Ju’ to
‘Si-Cheon-Ju” 2) ‘Go-A-Jeong’ to ‘Jo-Hwa-Jeong’ 3) ‘Man-5a-Ui’ to ‘Man-
Sa-Ji.” In the first case, the difference is in between ‘Wi’ and ‘Si." Accor
ding to Choe Je-u, ‘Si’ is the state of both internally bearing the Divin
e spirituality and externally being aware of connecting energy and thus
once each person realizes Hanullim within himself, nobody is able to t
ake away from him.43) On the other hand, ‘Wi’ means ‘to respect’ or
‘to do in behalf of and the state of “Wi-Cheon-Ju’ is that I am- still I
myself and Hanullim is over there as the object of my worship. In the

second case, ‘Go-A-Jeong’ means ‘(I pray to Hanullim) to look after m

41) Although in the above translation I supplement the 1"person pronouns to meet the grammatical needs
of English language, in Korean context, the ‘A’ (self) ceases to exist in the regular Disciple’s
incantation.

42) Tt is unknown exactly when the Beginner’s incantation was composed and how it was employed in
early Donghak history. Most probablyit might not join to the 8-syllable Spiritualincantation, as
beginners could not be immediately ready to invite the Spiritual power. Currently, it has a temporary
use: It is recited by people who come to believe in Cheondogyo only during the first three months.
Shin believes that the Beginner’s incantation is the earliest extant version and the Regular incantation

is the revised version. (Shin 1979: 14-15)

43) "Nonhakmun" (On Learning Truth) in Donggeong Daejeon: "t§3%, WEWE, AARIL, —lzA,
BHTREE D"
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y feeling,44) while the ‘A’(self) is gone in the regular incantation. We ¢
an also see a distance between Hanullim and the ‘self in this phrase.
The different part of the third case is only one letter ‘Ui’ ‘Man-Sa-Ui’
means ‘(I pray) everything will be suitable’ while ‘Man-Sa-Ji’ means ‘(I
pray) I will be aware of all around me.” There is a transition from ‘m

y own angle’ to ‘all angles around me’ between two incantations.

The transformation from two early incantations to- the regular incanta
tion does not imply ‘a mere loss of self’ but ‘a new recognition of sel
" as Hanullim alive within me by experiencing Jigi. The significant poi
nt is that Choe Je-u’s awareness of ‘self as Hanullim could be develop
ed into the more mature awareness of everybody as Hanullim since Jig
i, the nature of Hanullim, is internally and externally connecting energi
es and we all share gi so as to interact with each other. For that reaso
n, Choe Je-u's teaching is unwitnessed by any narcissism unlike most f
ounders of a new religion thereafter. He never even taught the Dongh
ak followers to believe in the founder of Donghak45) himself, but inste
ad told the followers, "never believe in me but only believe in Hanulli
m. While Hanullim resides within you yourself, how come are you ab
andoning the familiar but pursuing something far off?"46) He was fully
aware of his role as the sender of a‘ salvational message, ) but he was
also aware that he was not the only person selected by the grace of G

od but everybody was bearing Hanullim within one’s own. A way to

44) Note that the meaning of ‘Jeong (%)’ here is different from the ‘Jeong (%E) in the regular
incantation. The formér means mostly ‘feeling’ or ‘emotion,” sometimes ‘mind/heart,’ and occasionally
‘situation.’

45) It is general to preach ‘believe in the founder’ regardless of new religions or major religions.
Referto The Acts.16:31 "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."

46) See "Gyohunga"(Song of Instruction) in Yongdam Yusa

47). See "Ansimga" (Song of Comfort) in Yongdam Yusa: "Hanullim produced me to preserve our country
from misfortune"
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be accord with Jigi, Ultimate Energy, is nothing but rectifying one’s ow

n git9)

Choe Je-u’s revelation is characterized by three points as the followin
g: Firstly, the religious experience visited with him in the midst of self
-discipline after more than ten year’s pilgrimage. Secondly, it was an e
ncounter with Hanullim as the other, i.e. his revelation was not a cons
equence of his original purpose but an unexpected event. Thirdly, as
we have seen in the consummated incantation, he took divinity seated
in everybody regardless of age or sex. The final point makes Donghak
be indeed unparalleled in Korean intellectual history. The intellectuals
never tried to break down the distinction of classes in actual way even
if they might assume human dignity in principle and the unlearned ha
d no ability to attest their own dignity until Donghak revealed everyo
ne’s divinity.

From the second and the final point, it is clear that Donghak is neit
herBuddhism nor Confucianism nor any other religion. In the primitive
Buddhism, the Ultimate is Dharma, the principle of the cosmos, not a
personal presence to talk to us; in the vernacular Buddhism which was
popular in Joseon period, a Buddhist is relieved through the benevolen
ce of Buddha. None of them is in accord with Donghak thought. As B
aker reasonably points out,49) the Ultimate Energy of Donghak is not t
he same as the Neo-Confucian absolute either. Besides, the God of Cat
holicism is a commander and a creator to human beings but the Hanu
llim of Donghak is growing together with the spiritual growth of each

human being through the process of communication with each other.

48) Baker translates one’s own gi into one’s "psycho-physical endowment."
49) See Baker (2007: 450): "Neo-Confucians never had any personal encounters with their abstract
absolute.”
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Regarding the first point, we see the Donghak thought is a practical
philosophy rather than mere learning from books. His awareness was
deep-rooted in the sense for real problems, and this very fact had grea
t potentialities in the future history of Donghak. The successive Dongh
ak leaders, Choe Si-hyeong and Son Byeong-hui, never confined themse
Ives to the spiritual world but led their lives as religious leaders and s
imultaneously practical teachers to meet the needs of the times when t

hey confronted.

Realization and Expansion of Donghak thought by Choe Si-hyeong

After Choe Je-u's martyrdom of 1864, Donghak became an undergrou
nd organization. It may be true that the growth of the early Daonghak
community was so rapid and wide that Joseon government could not
help but execute him for unreasonable charges: Catholic belief and ins
urrection. However, his propagation period was too short to make the
community solid and mature. It is Choe Si-hyeong who embodied the
messages of Cho Je-u and brought the Donghak community up to the
first and largest grass-roots group in Korea. There were numerous upri
sings of people beforethe Donghak movement of 1894, but they cannot
be compared with Donghak in that "they were highly isolated and loca
lized movements lacking in organization, leadership and tie-up with ot

her areas."50)

How did Choe Si-hyeongestablish such an organized network while
he was decampingfrom place to place for 30 years since 1864 with the

government following at his heels? How did the followers grow up to

50) See Mok. (1978:50)
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be such spontaneous and ethical members in the national-wide resistan
ce organization? It may well be true that this miraculous success is du
e to his personality with religious charisma and moral influence as is

generally known, but I would rather explore the answer further on the
basis of his teaching than make a sweeping statement. I will examine

how the founder’s original message was construed by the second Dong
hak leader Choe Si-hyeong and by doing so how transformed into a vi

able alternative at the twilight of Joseon period.

Choe Si-hyeong hardly emphasized spiritual experience according to t
he anthology of his sermons.5l) He only called everyday experience ‘th
e evidence of Hanullim’52) instead of mentioning several miracles whic
h is said that he had ever experienced. Consequently, his understandin
g of self and Jigi also shows a subtle change into a matter of living w
orld. In the case of Choe Je-u, Hanullim’s presence is felt, heard, and
revealed within a practitioner and this experience was tinged with reli
gious ecstasy. On the other hand, Choe Si-hyeong construes Hanullim’s
presence as an experience that we meet every single moment and ever
ywhere, in the course of ordinary events. The denotation of Hanullim i
s boundlessly extended. Choe Si-hyeong expanded the teaching of his t

eacher rather than altered.

Surely, Choe Si-hyeong was fully aware that ‘Sicheonju’was given sig
nificance only after the religious experience of his teacher. He once tol
d his disciples to contemplate: "When was the meaning of ‘Si (Bearin

g) born? Was it born at the moment when your mother was pregnant,

51) Haewol Sinsa Beopseol (Sermons by Divine Teacher Haewol)

52) "Cheonji Bumo" (Heaven and Earth are Qur Parents) in ibid.: "Human beings breathe, action,
behave, eat and wear through the transformation of Hanullim" "Dogyeol" (A Key to Way) in ibid.:
"walking, sitting, lying, breathing and speaking, being silent, moving, staying, being still is nothing
but the transformation of heaven and earth and sprits."
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when you were born, or on the very day that ourteacher Choe Je-u ex
perienced the descent of the Divine Presence?"s3) Interpreting the Dong
hak incantation, he still mentioned "three-seven syllables" i.e. the 21-syll
able incantation,5%) which includes the 8-syllable incantation, meaning
‘Ultimate Energy being all around me, I pray that 1 feel that Energy within
me here and now.’55) Also, he illustrated the meaning of Sicheonju (Beari
ng Hanullim) with ‘internally bearing the Divine spirituality’ and ‘exter
nally connecting energy.’56) However, he construes the ‘internal energy’
as ‘Newborn baby’s innocent mind/heart’ and the ‘external energy’ as
‘the fetus’s gaining all the sensation in the womb’>) Choe Si-hyeong i
nterpreted originally uncommon event experienced by the founder into

something that all the time happens around us.

- Choe Si-hyeong’ssubstantial understanding of ‘everything bears Hanul
lim’transfigured a mere commonplace into a profound matter and let h
is teaching permeate everyday occurrence. He gave each follower an ac
tual guide, which wassimple but powerful. The founder of Donghak al
ready suggested that everybody bears Hanullim but failed to survive t
o lay down a guiding principle. Choe Si-hyeong took over the task an
d applied it to all cases in the living world. His consideration reached
from children and women who are littlerespected in those days to all t
hings in universe. He taught the followers to "treat earth as precious a
s your mother’s flesh"s®) and said "the words of human being are noth

ing but. the words of Hanullim; a chirping of a bird is also .the sound

53) See "Gita" (The Rest) in ibid.

54) See "Yeongbu Jumun" (Talisman&Incantation) in ibid: "B K5%H, AkgHs, K&, BT RKEH,

55) See Baker. (2007: 450)

56) Refer to the footnote 43.

57) See "Yeongbu Jumun" in ibid: "NAEMEE, EHAIHT 2O, HERILE, Kafhn:, BERET
g,

58) See "Seong, Gyeong, Sin" (Sincerity, Reverence and Faith) in ibid; also see Kim (2002:173)
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of Sichenju."s9) He also said "Don’t hit your child. Hitting your child is
the very same thing to hit Hanullim."60) In addition, he declared "a wo
man is the master of a family"6l) "There will beproduced many awake

ned women in Donghak."62)

This kind of reverence for all existence was not a mere conclusion of
his reasoning but a consequence of his realization persisted for the 30
years’ underground activities. His personality made the followers accep
t him as their true leader even though he was an unlearned commone
r. Nevertheless, some followers might be dissatisfied with a reversed o
rganization in their order between yangban, aristocratic class, and sangm
in, the common people. When Choe Si-hyeong was told a disciple’s co
mplaint about a commoner selected as a boss above many other yangba
1,69 he replied in a gentle but firm manner, "the class system are mad
e by human but one’s duty in Donghak is endowed by Hanullim---He
aven bestows everybody life and fortune without distinction of yangban
and sangmin... From now on, break down all the distinction of classes
within our community."69) Furthermore, he made a harsh criticism of t
he class system of Joseon: "We have two evil customs in this country:
one is the distinction between legitimate and illegitimate children, and
the other is the distinction between a nobleman and a commoner. The
former is the root cause to ruin a family; the latter is the root cause t
o destroy a country-:* Hanullim begat everyone in the world; you can

not saya peaceful reign before everybody becomes to revere each other

59) See "Cheoneo" (The words of Heaven) in ibid.

60) See "Dae In Jeop Mul" (How to Treat People and Things) in ibid.
61) See "Buhwabusun" (Hamonious marriage) in ibid.

62) See "Bu in su do" (Cultivation of Women) in ibid.

63) See "Podeok" (Spreading Virtue) in ibid.

64) See ibid.
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as Hanullim."

All the literature of Choe Si-hyeong is not written by him but is a ¢
ompilation of his dialogues and preaching which had been performed
over the period of 30 years when he was travelling from door to door
throughout the country. His teaching was a face-to-face talk to each fol
lower and a practicable guide to living. The idea that one can get into
accord with Hanullim or Jigi by awakening oneself to one’s being divi
ne presence at every moment in daily happenings was indispensible to
the success of Donghak organization, which allowed each member to a
ct spontaneously. It may safely be said that the seeds of Donghak was
sown by the founder but it was Choe Si-hyeong who made them spro
ut out, take root into each individual, and developed into the social co

nsciousness.

Turning toward modern Korea by the third leader of Donghak Son
Byeong-hui

The interpretation of the relationship between self and Hanullim has
undergone a dramatic change by Son Byeong-hui. There is no question
that he must have practiced enough to be a religious leader and most
probably experienced a deep awareness of Donghak practice, seeing th
at he wrote a special book in Donghak practice.65) Nevertheless, he par
ted with any mysterious experience in a determined mannerand carried
out an overall rationalization of the Donghak doctrine. His reorientatio

n was the result of recognition that Donghak had already grown into

65) See "Muche Beopkyeong" (No Body Cannon) in Uiam Seongsa Beopseol (Sermons by Holy Teacher
Uiam).
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adulthood at that time and also the methods of religious practice was

required to meet the change of times.56)

It is notable that the 21-syllable incantation, which includes the
8-syllable spiritual incantation, disappeared while the 13-syllable incanta
tion was reinforced with extremely reasonable accounts in the complete
works of Son Byeong-hui, Uiam Seongsa Beopseol. Accordingly, the mean
ing of Jigi6”) as Ultimate energy, Spirituality, and Entirety faded away
and instead a rational interpretation was prized. He said, "It is said th
at ‘Si’ means ‘internally bearing the Divine spirituality’ and ‘externally
connecting energy.” Our teacher Haewol analyzed them into ‘a newbor
n baby’s bearing an innocent mind/heart’ and “the fetus’s gaining all t
he sensation in the womb.” This interpretation is the utmost and compl
eted."68) Son Byeong-hui bestowed high praise on Choe Si-hyeong’s acc

ountso as to dilute the mystic color of Sicheonju.

Son Byeong-hui placed great emphasis on ‘A (self), ) while th
e founder appreciated a state of transcending oneselfand the second lea
der focused on reverence for all existence rather than ‘self.” For him, ‘s
elf is the starting point of all kinds of operations, whatever mental or
physical, and at the same time is the ending point that all ages’ affairs
converge on.”) He also compared ‘self and Heaven to host-guest relati

onship: "Viewed in the light of Heaven as the subject, “self becomesth

66) See "Ogyo ui Sinsasang sidae" (The Era of New Thought of Our Religion) in ibid.

67) He mentioned Jigi three times in his book. All the cases are related to the conventional phrase of
demanding a believer’s self-discipline but there is mo serious consideration of Jigi itself. See "Susu
Myeongsillok" (On Essence of Transferring) and "Ganglon Gyeongui" (On Meaning of Scriptures) in
ibid.

68) See "Ganglon Gyeongui” in ibid. .

69) The word ‘A (self)’ has high frequency of use as many as 233 times and was taken very seriously

in Uiam Seongsa Beopseol.
70) See "Muche Beopkyeong" in ibid: BRI EAEREE.  BERE, BRMGE. BERE, AE%KM
ﬁ@%.u
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e object; Viewed in the light of ‘myself as the subject, Heaven turns i
nto the object."”!) Recalling Choe Si-hyeong highlighted ‘self’as an agen
t which is connected with every single existence, Son Byeong-hui turne
d his attention to ‘self as the subject against the object. Taking a step
forward, he said "Heaven is located in you yourself, if then, to which
place you look up and in which place you have faith? Only I worship

myself; I believe in myself; I realize myself."72)

It is not true that Son Byeong-hui originated the very idea of focusin
g on ‘self.” Indeed, Choe Je-u left the message suggestive of self-discov
ery such as "If you are not clear the place where wisdom is kept, do
n't pursue far off but cultivate yourself'73) Choe Si-hyeong developed t
he hints into a self-cultivation procedure: "It is I myself who ‘cultivate
myself instead of pursuing far off’---it is I myself who ‘consider my bi
rth’---"74) In a sense, Donghak’s birth and growth are based on the dev
elopment of ‘self’ and Choe Je-u’s experience of self-effacement can be
interpreted as a break-through for self-discovery and self-fulfillment not

as literally ‘loss of self nor as an empty concept.

Nevertheless, Son Byeong-hui put much stress on the “self as a subje
ct who can see, hear, and act, and carried out an overall reinterpretati
on of the Donghak doctrine in rational and modern manners. His well-
known slogan In Nae Cheon (Human being is the same as Heaven) pre
sented in this reformative atmosphere. He coined this new slogan in th

e course of searching for a clear and compact concept to summarize th

71) See ibid: "AKHEY), TEEE LS. BRUEE, RE% BRUTE XSt

72) See ibid: "RIEMIE M2 F2FR B RIVE RER RER.

73) See "leon Paljeol" (the first half of octet) in Donggeong Dacejeon: "THIBRZFTTE, SERKRMER
1,1

74) See "Sudobeop" (How to Cultivate a Moral Character) in Haewol Sinsa Beopseol: "EARMiER,’
Bth.. BEH 2 Bt
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e complex and broad teaching of Choe Je-u”d) and wanted to unify all
the followers to the under the simple and powerful slogan "Human be
ing is the same as Heaven."76) This declaration had the effect of secula
rization and let the followers more concerned about worldly affairs. Th
erefore, In Nae Cheonis not exactly the same as ‘In Si Cheon’ (Human b
eing is nothing but Heaven) or ‘A Si Cheon’ (the Self is nothing but H
eaven) which Choe Si-hyeong used predicatively to complement the me
aning of self and Hanullim. They were not used as fixed terms but In
Nae Cheon was. As Carl Young pointed out,””) Son Byeong-hui was full
y aware of the necessity of "active involvement by the general populati
on"in order to modernize Korea and to make her independent from th
e annexation by Japan. In Nae Cheon was primarily a religious slogan

but also carried out its political mission.

I am not saying that In Nae Cheon was impure or violated the origin
al Donghak teaching. It was surely indebted to the former two teacher
s of Donghak in that Donghak was consistently teaching each follower,
who might not be the master of his/her own life before, to find and t
o cultivate himself or herself by realizing Hanullim within him or her.
The transformation of Donghak thought from Choe Jeo-u via Choe Si-h
yeong through Son Byeong-hui was dynamic: Choe Jeo-u first encounte
red Hanullim as the other but afterwards realized the impossibility of
demarcation between Hanullim and himself; Choe Si-hyeng developed
Hanullim into all the existences in the world and made mutual revere

nce as Hanullim become the acquired nature of the Donghak followers;

75) See "Dacjong Jeongi" (Truthful Meaning of Main Teaching) in Uiam Seongsa Beopseol: "Kmiil, &
oo, HER, #iehE, HEE, AR

76) See "Sinang Tongil gwa Gyumo Ilchi" (Unification of Faith and Conformity of Norms) in Uiam
Seongsa Beopseol: "the first objective of our Cheondogyo is ‘In Nae Cheon’."

77) See Young (2002: 80)
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Son Byeong-hui now ventured to develop Donghak into something mo
dern and rational in his own way and by doing so wanted to meet th
e needs of his times. Rescuing the country on the verge of the annexat
ion to Japan, it was insufficient to entrust an elite enterprise or to rely
on a religious charisma but rather every single person was needed to

develop a consciousness of self and to grow into an independent doer.

There are conflicting opinions on the achievement of Son Byeon
g-hui both in political and in religious way. Although Cheondogyo’s p
ower was enormous in those days and it must be much easier way to
live as an established leader within his own organization than to aim
at a national salvation, he was not contented with insuring his own co
mmunity. His enlightenment project was opened to non-believers as we
I as believers. As a result, the pursuit of spirituality was entrusted to
individual’s effortsand all sorts of worldly cares replaced it such as a f
und-raising drive for an independence movement and all kinds of enli
ghtenment movement. From the standpoint of today, his determined st
ep toward modernization may be unsatisfied with the miss of religious
profundity. However, he fulfilled his duty that the times assigned as t
he leader of the special religion Choendogyo as his former teachers res
pectively responded to the current of the different times. For Donghak
believers, the spiritual experience itself is neither special nor difficult to
reach. As often reported,”® most people can experience the spiritual pr
esence within if they sincerely practice to a certain extent with Dongha
K’s cultivation practice. The main point is how to develop that religiou
s experience into meaningful life. For that reason, Son Byeong-hui’s per
sistent effort to cut through the road to modern Korea is worthy of co

ntemplation.

78) See Baker. (2007: 461-463)
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Donghak performed a significant role in Korean intellectual history. T
he self-Jigi model of Donghak is unique in various ways. It was neithe
r a pure theory which was always monopolizedby the intellectuals nor
an unsophisticated dogma to reject any change. It put forth power to
move one after another so as to face with self-existence. It has been tr
ansformed according to the changing times and influenced the social ¢
onsciousness of each times. The transformation of self-Jigi model from
Choe Je-u via Choe Si-hyeong to Son Byeong-hui underwentthe followi
ng procedure: from the self-awakening of ‘Hanullim resides within me’
through the spiritual expansion of ‘Everything bears Hanullim’ to an m
odernized understanding of ‘Human being is nothing but Heaven.” The
self-Jigi model is that everyone is aware of having Hanullim within an
d at the same time everybody is developing one’s awareness into mut
ual reverence by realizing each existence is interactively connected with
Jigi. The successful organization in a series of the Donghak movements
suggests that the core idea of Donghak makes each member be aware

of one’s duty and be capable to interact with each other.
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