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(Abstract)

Reexamining the Course of the Battle and the
Location of the Hwangtohyeon Battlefield

Cheong, Soohwan’

Although the Hwangtohyun Battlefield was designated as a National
Historic Site in 1981, its precise location remains a subject of debate
due to limited historical records and conflicting oral traditions.
Consequently, multiple interpretations coexist regarding the actual site
of the battle. Recent debates have intensified following the 2024
rediscovery of the “Report on the Collection of Historical Sources in
Chungcheongnam-do and Jeollanambuk-do” (1934), along with related
academic and media discussions suggesting that key Donghak Peasant
Revolution sites, including Hwangtohyun and Manseokbo, may have
been misidentified.

This study reexamines the geographical context of the battlefield by
synthesizing existing literature and primary sources. It reassesses the
roles of the officially designated historic site and the Donghak Peasant
Revolution Memorial Park within the spatial framework of the battle.
Particular attention is given to the “Hwangtochi” described in the 1934
report, examining its spatial implications as well as its divergence from
prevailing academic interpretations.

The analysis indicates that the newly examined historical sources do

* Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Architecture and Architectural Engineering,
Seoul National University
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not fundamentally contradict the established academic framework:
rather, they support the interpretation that Hwangtohyun was located
along the eastern tributary of Mt. Duseung. In this study, to address and
clarify existing misconceptions, it is cautiously proposed that
Hwangtohyun should be understood not as a single peak but as a
broader spatial entity encompassing multiple ridges and the surrounding
landscape.

Through this expanded conceptual framework, the study aims to
deepen the understanding of the Battle of Hwangtohyun, reinterpret the
significance of the currently designated historic site, and provide a

foundational basis for future heritage conservation and site management

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Battle of Hwangtohyeon,
Hwangtochi, Lee Gyeong-ho, GIS (Geographic Information
Systems)
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(Abstract)

The Evolution of the Hwangtohyeon Battlefield

Memorial Projects

Cho, Kwoang-hwan"

The Gabo Donghak Revolution Memorial Tower was erected on
October 3, 1963, at the Hwangtohyun Battle Site, the location of the
first battle and victory of the Donghak Peasant Army. Subsequently, the
Hwangtohyun Battle Site was designated as Historic Site No. 295 on
December 10, 1981. In 1983, a site of approximately 148,760 square
meters (45,000 pyeong) adjacent to the battlefield was secured, and a
memorial hall was constructed by the end of that year.

The site has since evolved into its current state through several key
developments: the expansion and reopening of the current memorial
hall, the relocation of the Memorial Foundation, the replacement of the
General Jeon Bong-jun statue, and the establishment of the Donghak
Peasant Revolution Memorial Park. Through these changes, the
Hwangtohyun Battle Site has firmly established itself as a true sanctuary
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution.

However, despite these 60 years of development, there has been a
lack of comprehensive documentation detailing which entities were
involved and what processes were followed to shape the site into its

present form. Recognizing the need for such a record, I have compiled

* Director, Donghak history culture research institute
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this article titled "Trends in the Commemorative Projects of the

Hwangtohyun Battle Site.”
Key word : Hwangtohyeon, Jeon Bong-jun, Donghak Peasant Revolution,

Gabo Donghak Revolution Memorial Tower, Memorial

Projects
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(Abstract)

A Study on the Maintenance Plan for Enhancing
the Historical Value of the Hwangtohyeon
Battlefield in Jeongeup

Baek, Jin'

This study aims to reexamine the historical significance and sense
of place of the Hwangtohyeon historic site in Jeongeup and to propose
a comprehensive maintenance plan based on this analysis. It begins from
the recognition that the existing site, developed in 1980s through
shrine-centered monumentalization, has not fully reflected the spirit of
the Donghak Peasant Revolution. Accordingly, the study reconceptualizes
the battlefield not as a single location on the map but as an experiential
landscape encompassing a broader spatial context. Through site analysis,
case studies, and a review of existing heritage conservation approaches,
an integrated plan is proposed that connects the historic site, memorial
park, and surrounding topography. The study suggests a new direction
for historic site conservation and demonstrates the potential for creating
commemorative spaces that integrate historical authenticity with

contemporary use.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Hwangtohyeon Battlefield,
Heritage Conservation, Commemorative Space, Historical

Significance and Sense of Place

* Professor, Dept. of Architecture and Architectural Engineering, Seoul National
University
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(Abstract)

The Situation of Buan and the Emergence of a New
Human form during the Modern Transition Period

Chon, kyoung-mok”

In this paper, I would like to analyze Ki Haeng-hyun's "Hongjae Ilgi"
to reveal what happened in Buan County during the modern transition
period and what kind of person Ki Haeng-hyun was who wrote the diary.
Looking at the appearance in the diary, local residents of various classes
gathered to express different opinions and solve the problem through
deliberation, rather than processing the important work of the village
according to the unilateral instructions of the leader. The leader did not
unilaterally convey the government's policy and tried to persuade the local
people face-to-face, and the Yangban and commoners shared various
factors and taxes imposed on the village by the government. Efforts were
made to promote the academic style of the leader, and the residents
responded to this, and the local people gathered together regularly to hold
poetry meetings. As a result, Buan became one of the villages with the
least conflict and damage, even though it was in the middle of the Donghak
Peasant War. Ki Haeng-hyun received a traditional Confucian education
from an early age, where he studied with a well-known teacher to take
the test in the past. As a result, he was unable to conceive reform or
innovative ideas. However, he traveled not only to his village but also to

markets in nearby villages, looked for the prices, purchased necessary

* Professor emeritus of the Academy of Korean Studies
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goods from inexpensive places, and sold the crops he produced to
expensive markets. He used various labor to cultivate his own land and
the land he borrowed from others to accumulate wealth. He socialized and
stayed with Yangban, Ajeon, and commoners regardless of status or class
in his room. Not a few people came to his room to borrow books, including
commoners. As such, he was a new human being with a different
appearance that was not seen in the previous aristocrats economically and
socially. He was like Keimyung-sung (#E#) who signaled the arrival

of a new era.

Key word : Ki Haenghyeon, Hong Jae Ilgi, Buan-hyeon, Donghak Peasant

War, New Human being
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