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(Abstract)

World Documentary Heritage and the Donghak

Peasant Revolution in Namwon
- Focusing on the Martyrdom Records and Namwon

Jongriwonsa Temple -

Kim, Yang-Sik’

This paper examines the background and content of the records
"Sunkyoyakryeok(&12F=)" and "Namwon Jongriwonsa(g¥d Z2|4AD",
which are related to the Namwon region among the 185 records of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution designated as UNESCO Memory of the
World in 2023. Based on these records, this study explores the
development and characteristics of the Donghak Peasant Revolution in
the Namwon region.

"Sunkyoyakryeok" is a document that systematically organizes the
names and brief biographies of 91 Donghak members from Namwon.
Particularly noteworthy in relation to the Donghak Peasant Revolution
are the records of those who died in 1894. Among the 42 individuals
who perished during the revolution, 7 were from Dunduk-myeon and
11 from Sandong-myeon, indicating that these two areas were the
central hubs for the spread of Donghak and participation in the
Donghak Peasant Revolution in Namwon. The majority of participants
were in their 30s and 40s, and most of them were captured and executed

after December 5, when the government and Japanese forces had

* Director of Donghak Peasant Revolution Research Institute



already left Namwon. This suggests the need for a new perspective in
understanding the second phase of the Donghak Peasant Revolution.

"Namwon Jongriwonsa', along with its appendix "Namwon-gun
Donghaksa", is a document recorded by Namwon-gun’s chief Jongrisa
Choi Byung-hyun on October 22, 1924, based on the oral testimony of
veteran Donghak leader Yoo Tae-hong. It covers 44 years of Donghak
history in Namwon, from the visit of Choe Je-u, the founder of Donghak,
in 1861 to the Iljinhoe Incident in 1904. However, approximately 60%
of the document focuses on historical events of the Donghak Peasant
Revolution in Namwon during the Gabo year (1894). This emphasis
reflects an effort to establish the identity and legitimacy of Cheondoism
in Namwon through the lens of the Donghak Peasant Revolution.

To achieve this, "Namwon-gun Donghaksa" mentions key historical
events, such as Choe Je-u's two visits to Namwon in 1861, the Samnye
Donghak assembly in 1892, the Gwanghwamun joint petition in January
1893, and the Geumgu Wonpyeong and Boeun assemblies in March
1893. Additionally, it provides new insights into the establishment of
five military divisions by Kim Gaenam in Namwon following the Jeonju
Truce, the Battle of Bangachi on November 14, and the retreat from
Namwon Fortress on November 28.

However, while "Namwon-gun Donghaksa" provides valuable information
about the Donghak Peasant Revolution in Namwon, some descriptions
are brief, mixed with inaccuracies, or contain errors, necessitating a
critical historical review. Nevertheless, as a record written from the
perspective of the Donghak Peasant Army, it holds significant historical
value. In particular, it vividly illustrates how the Donghak Peasant Army
members from Namwon perished and, for those who survived, the

hardships they endured in their later lives.

Key word : Namwon Donghak Peasant Revolution, Sunkyoyakryeok,

Namwon Jongriwonsa, Battle of Bangachi, Yoo Tae-hong
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(Abstract)

Cheondogyo in Namwon Area Based on Kim

Dong-gyu’'s Donated Relics

Sung, Joohyun'

This paper examines Cheondogyo activities by period based on relics
that were donated to the Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial
Foundation from the three generations of Kim Hong-ki, Kim Jong-hwan,
and Kim Dong-gyu.

The first was donated to the Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial
Foundation twice in September and October 2017 by Kim Dong-gyu,
which is owned by three generations who have believed in Donghak
and Cheondogyo, leading to Kim Hong-ki, Kim Jong-hwan, and Kim
Dong-gyu. The donated relics are 646 cases and 762 pieces, including
materials related to Cheondogyo, which is a significant amount of 2,467
pieces. By type of donated relics, official documents are the most
common, and documents and certificates are included. Regarding these
data, "Most of them are materials related to Cheondogyo that are not
even in the Central General Administration of Cheondogyo, and a
large-scale illumination is needed.”

Second, the activities of Cheondogyo in Namwon region, as seen
through donated relics, are confirmed from the period of the Korean
Empire until the 1960s after liberation. The appearance of Cheondogyo

in Namwon region can be confirmed through seals and doctrines issued

* Cheondogyo Central Headquarters Resident Leader
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by the Cheondogyo Church during the Korean Empire period. In
addition to the activities of the Namwon Diocese, the Japanese colonial
era specifically confirms social activities such as Singanhoe, and after

liberation, the Cheondogyo Church's disputes are confirmed.
Key word : Cheondogyo(Kiti#{), Namwon(®&), Donated relics, Donghak

(#H22), Singanhoe(#7#®), Donghak Peasant Revolution(HiZ2R
)
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(Abstract)

Activities of Donghak Peasant Army in Uiheung,
Gyeongsang Do

Shin, Jin-Hui’

This article examines the route through which the Donghak Peasant
Army entered the Uihung region of Gyeongsang Province and reveals
the reasons why the people of Uihung joined the Donghak Peasant army.
Additionally, it analyzes the activities carried out by the Donghak
Peasant Army in the Uihung region and organizes the actions of Shin
Seok-chan, who sought to suppress the Donghak Peasant army, in
chronological order. Through this, it illuminates the appearance of
Donghak Peasant Army not only in the Uiheung area, but also in Chilgok
and Gunwi, the surrounding areas.

On August 17, 1894, the Donghak Peasant Army in the Uiheung area
moved to Yecheon-Bian-Uiseong-Uiheung. The Donghak Peasant
Army, which went to Bian through Yecheon, moved to Uiheung through
Uiseong. There are many causes, but the direct cause was the corruption
of Chae Gyeong-mook, a governor of Uiheung County.

Uiseong Donghak Peasant Army entered the Bukdong of Uiheung,
occupied Shinwon and used it as a base, and advanced to the
surrounding areas, Daeyul and Geosu. In addition, it expanded its power
beyond Uiheung to the Dongbuk of Chilgok and the Hyoryeong of

Gunwi.

* Gyeongkuk National University, Instructor



On August 20th, Shin Seok-chan(H$#%, 1851~1921) formed Uiryeo
to prevent the Donghak Peasant Army from expanding its power. The
next day, the Donghak Peasant Army and the Donghak Peasant Army
fought for the first time in Shinwon on the 21st, and the Shinnyeong
fight continued until the dawn of the 22nd, and the fight with Shin
Seok-chan Uiryeo and Donghak Peasant Army ended after the
Hyoryeong fight that took place during the day on the 22nd.

After the fight with the Donghak Peasant Army, Shin Seok-chan
formed a Hoiyakso to control the Hyangchon society. The members of
the Hoiyakso were those who participated in Uirye, and it was natural

to include the Uiheung area, Gunwi, and Chilgok areas.

Key word : The Uihung, The Donghak Peasant Army, Shin Seok-chan,
Chae Gyeong-mook, The route
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{Abstract)

The Donghak Peasant Revolution (RE2EER¥id
through the Eyes of Jaun (%) Lee Jung-gu (ZHX)
- Focusing on the Historical Manuscripts in Five

Generations of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical
Manuscripts GEPAFAARELE) -

Kim, Hyun-Sun’

This study aims to introduce a selection of historical manuscripts
collected and preserved by Jaun Lee Jung-gu (82 ZpX) during the period
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, as found in the "Five Generations
of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts' (ZEHAF AR HXE),
housed in the Toegye Memorial Library of Dankook University.

Jaun Lee Jung-gu was a member of the Gyeongju branch of the Yeoju
Lee clan (B8N ZEK B#MIR), and his twelfth-generation ancestor was Hoejae
Lee Fon-jeok (75 2%, 1491-1553), one of the "Eighteen Sages of the
East." While serving as a government official, Lee Jung-gu witnessed the
movements of the Donghak Peasant Army, the military interventions of
Qing and Japanese forces in Joseon, and the sweeping changes taking
place at the center of power. Eventually, he withdrew from officialdom
and returned to his hometown.

The *Five Generations of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts
includes various sources from this letter(ganchal, f&#l), transcriptions

(saebon, EA) of central government documents, and a travel diary (ilgi,

* Ph.D. Candidate, Dankook University
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Hid)—which allow us to examine this turbulent time from Lee Jung-gu’s
perspective.

The correspondences reveal that Lee’s relatives and acquaintances
exchanged greetings while sharing inquiries and news about the status
of the Donghak movement and the central government. The transcribed
documents show the issues Lee Jung-gu, then still in government service,
was interested in. Finally, his travel diary records the eight-day journey
back to his hometown and vividly conveys his reflections and emotions
during that time.

One limitation of the existing materials is that most of them consist
of letters received by Lee Jung-gu, his own diary, and information he
transcribed or collected, which makes it difficult to fully grasp his
perception of reality and how he responded to it. Therefore, further
examination of related documents within the Five Generations of the
Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts is needed to supplement this

aspect.

Key word : Jaun Lee Jung-gu (8% ZrhiX), "Five Generations of the Lee
Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts" (A% HA 530E),
Donghak Peasant Revolution (HEHER¥d5), Sino-Japanese
War (% H#F)
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(Abstract)

Verification of 2™ Site of Uprising of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution and Its Designation

as a Cultural Heritage

Lee, Byeonggyu'

Events related to the Donghak Peasant Revolution in the Wanju Region
include the Kyojoshinwon Movement Samrye Assembly (ZFA1 €5 4|
23]), 2" Uprising of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, and the Daedunsan
Peasant Army Resistance. Of these, the most historical event was the
2™ uprising of the Donghak Peasant Revolution. The 2™ uprising was
an uprising of the Donghak Peasant Army, including Jeon Bongjoon,
to drive out the foreign forces as the internal interference from Japan
became worse after Japanese forces captured Gyeongbokgung Palace
and held the King of Joseon hostage. The location of that uprising was
Samrye. However, despite this historical importance, there is little interest
and there is little effort being made to preserve and maintain this site.
What's especially unfortunate is the fact that the exact location of the
2" uprising still hasn't been verified.

As to the location of the 2™ uprising, some meaningful records
include passages from the "Records of the Japanese Embassy in Koreay,
which states, “They reached Samrye Station and used it as a base for
recruiting,” as well as the "Jeon Bongjoon Reports,, which states, “We

reached Samrye Station and used it as a cavalry base”. These records

* Director of research at donghak peasant revolution foundation
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are important pieces of evidence that can help verify the location of
the 2™ uprising. Taking into account the Josean Dynasty map, 1895
topographical map, 1915 map, and 1914 cadastral map, the exact
location of the 2™ uprising appear to be around Samrye-ri 1072, 1073,
and 1074. In order to verify this, we need a more detailed and systematic
examination and approach.

It is fitting for the site of the 2" uprising of the Donghak Peasant
Rebellion in Samrye to be designated as a historic site, thus a national
cultural heritage, in the future in accordance with its historical standing.
In order for the site of the 2™ uprising of the Donghak Peasant Rebellion
to be designated as a national cultural heritage, there needs to be a
comprehensive academic effort, collection of related data, holding of
academic conferences, excavation of the site, and active effort on the

part of the local government.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Site of 2™ uprising, National

cultural heritage, Samrye, Jeon Bongjoon, Historical site
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(Abstract)

A Strategic Approach to the Preservation and
Utilization of the Donghak Peasant Revolution
Site in Mt. Daedun, Wanju

Hong, Seongduk’

The battle site of the Donghak Peasant Revolution in Daedunsan,
Wanju, holds historical significance as the location of the final
resistance of the movement. The specific site was identified through
a surface survey conducted in 1999 and was designated as a cultural
monument of Jeollabuk-do Special Self-Governing Province in 2015.
However, since the erection of the Daedunsan Battle Monument and
installation of an informational sign in 2001, no concrete measures for
preservation or utilization have been implemented.

The preservation and maintenance of the site should begin with
restricting access to protect the area. Physical changes caused by
visitors have been observed, so access should be prohibited until an
excavation survey is completed, with proper signage to inform the
public. It is necessary to conduct the excavation as soon as possible,
along with individual studies on participants of the battle and research
on Donghak organizations in the Daedunsan area. Additionally,
attention should be given to possible connections with Buddhist temples
in the region. Based on these research outcomes, efforts should be made

to pursue its designation as a national historic site.

* Professor, Dept. History&Contents of Jeonju University.

224 BIEUIY AT A4S



Until the site is elevated to the status of a National Heritage Historic
Site, existing signs on Daedunsan should be reviewed, removed, and
replaced with new ones. Active utilization strategies, such as establishing
an observatory, should also be considered. Beyond its natural
environment, Daedunsan is historically significant as the location of major
battles during the Imjin War, the Donghak Peasant Revolution, and the
Korean War. Therefore, educational tour programs that connect these

events can also be developed and implemented.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Daedunsan in Wanju, Battle

site, Preservation and utilization, Historic site
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