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(Abstract)

Verification of 2™ Site of Uprising of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution and Its Designation

as a Cultural Heritage

Lee, Byeonggyu'

Events related to the Donghak Peasant Revolution in the Wanju Region
include the Kyojoshinwon Movement Samrye Assembly (ZFA1 €5 4|
23]), 2" Uprising of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, and the Daedunsan
Peasant Army Resistance. Of these, the most historical event was the
2™ uprising of the Donghak Peasant Revolution. The 2™ uprising was
an uprising of the Donghak Peasant Army, including Jeon Bongjoon,
to drive out the foreign forces as the internal interference from Japan
became worse after Japanese forces captured Gyeongbokgung Palace
and held the King of Joseon hostage. The location of that uprising was
Samrye. However, despite this historical importance, there is little interest
and there is little effort being made to preserve and maintain this site.
What's especially unfortunate is the fact that the exact location of the
2" uprising still hasn't been verified.

As to the location of the 2™ uprising, some meaningful records
include passages from the "Records of the Japanese Embassy in Koreay,
which states, “They reached Samrye Station and used it as a base for
recruiting,” as well as the "Jeon Bongjoon Reports,, which states, “We

reached Samrye Station and used it as a cavalry base”. These records
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are important pieces of evidence that can help verify the location of
the 2™ uprising. Taking into account the Josean Dynasty map, 1895
topographical map, 1915 map, and 1914 cadastral map, the exact
location of the 2™ uprising appear to be around Samrye-ri 1072, 1073,
and 1074. In order to verify this, we need a more detailed and systematic
examination and approach.

It is fitting for the site of the 2" uprising of the Donghak Peasant
Rebellion in Samrye to be designated as a historic site, thus a national
cultural heritage, in the future in accordance with its historical standing.
In order for the site of the 2™ uprising of the Donghak Peasant Rebellion
to be designated as a national cultural heritage, there needs to be a
comprehensive academic effort, collection of related data, holding of
academic conferences, excavation of the site, and active effort on the

part of the local government.
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