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{Abstract)

The Donghak Peasant Revolution (RE2EER¥id
through the Eyes of Jaun (%) Lee Jung-gu (ZHX)
- Focusing on the Historical Manuscripts in Five

Generations of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical
Manuscripts GEPAFAARELE) -

Kim, Hyun-Sun’

This study aims to introduce a selection of historical manuscripts
collected and preserved by Jaun Lee Jung-gu (82 ZpX) during the period
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, as found in the "Five Generations
of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts' (ZEHAF AR HXE),
housed in the Toegye Memorial Library of Dankook University.

Jaun Lee Jung-gu was a member of the Gyeongju branch of the Yeoju
Lee clan (B8N ZEK B#MIR), and his twelfth-generation ancestor was Hoejae
Lee Fon-jeok (75 2%, 1491-1553), one of the "Eighteen Sages of the
East." While serving as a government official, Lee Jung-gu witnessed the
movements of the Donghak Peasant Army, the military interventions of
Qing and Japanese forces in Joseon, and the sweeping changes taking
place at the center of power. Eventually, he withdrew from officialdom
and returned to his hometown.

The *Five Generations of the Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts
includes various sources from this letter(ganchal, f&#l), transcriptions

(saebon, EA) of central government documents, and a travel diary (ilgi,

* Ph.D. Candidate, Dankook University
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Hid)—which allow us to examine this turbulent time from Lee Jung-gu’s
perspective.

The correspondences reveal that Lee’s relatives and acquaintances
exchanged greetings while sharing inquiries and news about the status
of the Donghak movement and the central government. The transcribed
documents show the issues Lee Jung-gu, then still in government service,
was interested in. Finally, his travel diary records the eight-day journey
back to his hometown and vividly conveys his reflections and emotions
during that time.

One limitation of the existing materials is that most of them consist
of letters received by Lee Jung-gu, his own diary, and information he
transcribed or collected, which makes it difficult to fully grasp his
perception of reality and how he responded to it. Therefore, further
examination of related documents within the Five Generations of the
Lee Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts is needed to supplement this

aspect.

Key word : Jaun Lee Jung-gu (8% ZrhiX), "Five Generations of the Lee
Jung-gu Family Historical Manuscripts" (A% HA 530E),
Donghak Peasant Revolution (HEHER¥d5), Sino-Japanese
War (% H#F)
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