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(Abstract)

British Perception of Donghak Peasant Revolution

and the Change of Anglo-Japanese Relations

Kwon Euy Suk’

This study analyses Britain's perception of the Donghak Peasant
Revolution and the changes in British strategy in East Asia after the
Sino-Japanese War. Britain's traditional policy on the Korean Peninsula
was focused on recognising Qing suzerainty, minimising interference
in Korea, and deterring Russian expansion southwards. However, the
outbreak of the Donghak Peasant Revolution and the deployment of
Qing-Japanese troops amplified Britain's concerns and led to initially
unsuccessful attempts at mediation by demanding the withdrawal of
Japanese troops. After the Sino-Japanese War ended in Japanese victory,
Britain revised its East Asian policy to work with Japan to contain Russia.

The British had been monitoring the Donghak movement since 1893
for its anti-foreign nature and potential revolutionary potential, and when
the Donghak Peasant Revolution broke out in 1894, the British portrayed
it positively, noting that the Donghak army did not harass civilians and
targeted the corrupt offices. However, the Donghak Peasant Revolution
exposed the corruption and incompetence of the Korean government
and highlighted the need for internal political reform. This led to a shift

in British policy towards recognising Japan as a key partner in countering

* Research Professor, Institute for Northeast Asian Humanities and Social
Science, Wonkwang University
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Russia, rather than maintaining independence through modernisation.
Through this process, the Donghak Peasant Revolution had a significant

impact on the change in British policy towards the Korean Peninsula.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Korean-British Relations, Qing-

Japanese War, Gabo Reform, Britain's Foreign Policy
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