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(Abstract)

The Awareness and Response of French
Diplomats and Missionaries in Choson to the
Donghak Peasant Revolution and the

Sino-Japanese War

Kim, Tae Woong’

France is a country that should be noted in the development of
modern Korean history. This is because the Chosdn government's
suppression of Catholicism and the French government's active
missionary work caused the ‘Byeonginyangyo'(French Invasion of Korea
in 1866). However, after Chosdn and France established diplomatic
relations in 1886, French diplomats sought to strengthen their influence
by taking advantage of the Chosdn government's balanced forien policy.
Above all, he wanted to support Catholic missions and protect believers.

This relationship between the two was never smooth. This is because
Donghak, which grew on the basis of the contradictions of the Choson
Dynasty's system, the Western invasion, and the critical consciousness
of Catholicism, grew rapidly with the support of the people and emerged
as the subject of the Peasant Revolution in 1894. Before and after the
Peasant Revolution, French diplomats and missionaries confirmed that
Donghak was aiming for dissident system and anti-Catholicism, and they
closely watched Donghak's activities. In addition, when the Sino-Japanese

War broke out following the Donghak Peasant Revolution, they
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maintained a neutral attitude while making every effort to rescue
missionaries and protect believers. Furthermore, Bishop Mutel, who is
in charge of Chosdn Catholicism, put pressure on the Choson government
using the death of a Catholic priest as an excuse.

On the other hand, French diplomats and missionaries observed the
behavior of the Donghak Peasant Army and the development of the
Sino-Japanese War, confirming that the Donghak Peasant Army, unlike
before 1894, was actually aimed at anti-Japanese and anti-feudalism.
Nevertheless, they tried to justify their missionary policies and
strengthen their influence by driving the Donghak and other anti-
government movements to the mob's anti-Catholic movement based on

the ‘Chonggamnok’.

Key word : Chonggamnok, Mutel, Balanced Forien Policy, Gyoan(Roman
Catholic Trouble), Anti-Japanese and Anti-Feudalism
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