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(Abstract)

The Donghak Peasant Army’s Resistance at

Daedunsan Mountain

Shin Soon Chul’

This essay is about the Donghak Peasant Army’s resistance at
Daedunsan during the Donghak Peasant Revolution in 1894. In early
November 1894, the peasant army, defeated at the Battle of Ugeumchi
in Gongju, experienced a series of fleeing and disbanding as they were
chased by Joseon governmental forces and Japanese forces. However,
some of the peasant army continued large scale resistances, and one
of the forces that did so were the peasant forces that occupied a camp
in Daedunsan Mountain. This force is presumed to be consisted of
peasants from Yeonsan, Jinsan, and Gosan, and they continued their
resistance for 70 days, from late November of 1894 to February 18"
of the following year.

Located between the borders of Chungcheong-do and Jeolla-do,
Daedunsan is a very rugged mountain, with many rocky cliffs forming
the natural formation. The peasant army formed their base atop Mireuk
Rock, which was located to the southwest of the mountain and was over
150m high. Thirty to fifty men garrisoned the base and resisted
governmental and Japanese forces. However, in February 1895, the base
fell to a surprise attack from the governmental and Japanese forces,

and around 20 men from the peasant army were killed.

* Professor emeritus of a history department at Wonkwang University
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Through this essay, we were able to verify the precise location and
approach of the peasant army, the location of the Joseon government
forces and Japanese forces, and the path the governmental and Japanese
forces took when they assaulted the base of the peasant army, using
a map. In addition, the size of the burned peasant army’s camp, their
numbers, and their firepower were able to be estimated by analyzing
the remains (such as house sites or the traces left behind by old civil
engineering constructions) and artifacts that were confirmed through
the guns and ammunition the Japanese forces took as spoils, as well

as through surface surveys.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Daedunsan Resistance, Peasant
Army, Government Forces, Japanese Forces, Choi Gongwoo,
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