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{Abstract)

The Activities and Characteristics of the Donghak

Peasant Revolution in the Gunsan Region

Lee Byeonggyu’

This essay examines the activities and characteristics of the Donghak
Peasant Army in the regions of Gunsan, Impi, and Okgu regions, which
were not well known until now. In the early stages of the 1* uprising
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, there was almost no movement of
the Donghak Peasant Army in the regions of Okgu, Impi, and Gunsan.
The activities of the Donghak Peasant Army began in Gunsanjin (military
organization at Gunsan) in June 1894. Starting from this time until
October, Mun Kyuseon, the Jwasu (a position at Gunsanjin) of Gunsanjin,
and the Donghak Peasant Army took control of Gunsanjin and carried
out their activities. Their activities included taxation and controlling the
movement of boats and ships, indicating that Gunsanjin was completely
under the influence of the Donghak Peasant Army.

The government of Joseon sought to recover the organization of
Gunsanjin by appointing Choi Geonsu as a military attaché in response
to the control of Gunsanjin by the Donghak Peasant Army. Choi Geonsu
organized the defense militia, thoroughly investigating their numbers
as he individually marked every military standard and official. He
recovered Gunsanjin from the Donghak Peasant Army through a

suppression force under Sung Hayoung and reinforced the defense

* Director of research at donghak peasant revolution foundation
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militia to defend it.

Meanwhile, the Impi region was where the Donghak Peasant Army
was the most active among the three regions. Kim Haeryong and Kim
Moonhwa, two key leaders, carried out their activities during the 2"
uprising centered around Seongdong-ri, Bukil-myeon, Impi. The Donghak
Peasant Army also carried out much of their activities in the Okgu region.
Ko Jinho participated in the Donghak Peasant Revolution but was arrested
and later executed in the Okgu government office, with Choe Joongyeo

also being executed in the Jeonju provincial office.

Key word : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Donghak Peasant Army,

Gunsan, Impi, Okgu, Mun Kyuseon, Choi Geonsu
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