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(Abstract)

A Study on the Operation of Water Facilities in
the Gobu Area and the Collection of Manseokbo
Water Tax in the Late 19th Century

Wang Hyeon Jong

We examined how the collection of taxes at Jindap's dojo and the
bonded tax issues at Manseokbo were identified as the primary concerns
of wealth expropriation by the people of the Gobu region during the
Donghak Peasant Revolution in 1894.

Initially, we scrutinized the Uijeongbu report by Anhaeksa Lee
Yong-tae on April 24, 1894, the April report from Jeolla Gamyeong, and
Manseokbo's testimony regarding bondage raised during the trial of
Jeon Bong-jun. Subsequently, we investigated the Gobu-gun region
proposal and the situation regarding weir installations. In the Honam
region, it was reported that “there are numerous water reservoirs in the
land, and efforts are being made for irrigation.” In the Gobu region,
there were a total of 23 proposals from the Jochon system to the Dapnae
system until the 18th century, as highlighted in the 1852 and 1857
reports by the secret royal inspector of Jeolla Province. The palace and
Naesusa were noted to have caused a commotion and privately collected
bonded taxes, with the maximum number of maedurak reaching 1 du
and never dropping below 8 seung at least.

Following the opening of the port, tax issues in Gobu intensified due

* Professor of History&Culture at Yonsei Univ.



to the expansion of rice distribution and the increasing tendency to pay
in large sums. Similar to the Janggye of Jeollacosa Eo Yun-jung in 1878,
numerous problems arose concerning the imposition of deposit taxes
and wealth expropriation in the Gobu region. Through a comparative
examination of the Gobu-gun water tank plans of 1893 and 1894, it
was confirmed that, in addition to taxes, various value-added taxes and
bonded taxes were also imposed.

To ascertain the true extent of the tax burden on the people of the
Gobu region during that period, we examined the correlation between
the expansion of poverty resulting from poor harvests and the dojo.
Following a poor harvest in 1888, the Myeongnyegung burial ground
was established in the Gobu Heungdeok area. Subsequently, in 1891,
a large-scale land reclamation initiative known as ‘Gyunjeonsudo (3HUK
M) was undertaken in seven towns, including Jeonju and Gimje.
Consequently, during the First Peasant War, the Donghak peasant army
advocated for reforms such as the abolition of harsh feudal taxes,
reduction of deposit burdens, abolition of Gyunjeon and Gyeonjeon-
gwan, and addressing water tax issues for Manseokbo and Palwangbo.
However, in September 1894, Kim Hak-jin, the Jeolla governor, failed
to investigate and rectify the mixed position of the people's jeon
regarding the blank tax collection of the Gyunjeon. Instead, he merely
implemented temporary measures to mitigate the injustices of the sujo
(i),

Furthermore, in the Gobu area, besides Gwangsanbo and Yongsanbo,
which were installed along the existing Dongjin River waterway,
Manseok Weir was separately installed downstream. According to
agricultural statistics from 1909, the sale price of rice paddies and land
yields in the Gobu area exceeded those in surrounding areas, but there
was a significant disparity in productivity due to the expansion of
hydraulic facilities. As evidenced in the 1857 report, the issues of
bonding and proposals escalated due to the destruction of dams and

weirs in Jeonju, Gimje, Iksan, Mangyeong, Impi, and Okgu. This was

194712 I8AY $eAd 2P AR FA J5 47



attributed to the perception of it being a private imposition of bonded
taxes by the royal family and influential families rather than public
management of bonds and proposals.

During the Donghak Peasant Revolution in 1894, the uprising of Gobu
farmers resulted in the implementation of uniform capital and blank
land taxes in seven counties, including Jeonju. Additionally, the
reconstruction of Shinbo under Manseokbo imposed an excessive
burden on all Gobu farmers. Subsequently, the Joseon government and
local officials were unable to fundamentally resolve the issues of
property tax and water management in the Gobu area of Jeolla-do.
Therefore, even after 1894, Gobu farmers had no choice but to continue

demanding reform and abolition of the government's policies.

Key word : Gobu Peasant uprising, Manseokbo, Taxes on the levee,
Rovyal Lands, Gyunjeonsudo (¥HIKEE)



