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Abstract

Ki Haeng-hyeon’s Preparation for and Participation in
the Civil Service Examination and His Human Networks

-Focusing on the Period from 1866 to 1869-

Chon, Kyoung-Mok (Professor Emeritus at
The Academy of Korean Studies)

This study analyzes Hongjae Diary written by Ki Haeng-hyeon to
examine the transition of his interest and the accompanying changes in his
human networks, As Ki wrote his diary for 45 years, this study focuses
on an established period to increase analytic efficiency. Specifically, the
target range of research includes Ki's diary records created for four years
ranging from 1866 (Year 3 of King Gojong) when he began writing his
diary to 1869 (Year 6 of King Gojong) when his father passed away.
Considering his intensive preparation for a civil service examination during
this period, this study focuses on investigating the following aspects: the
formation of a jeob (#), a study group that Ki formed; academic fields
that he studied for the examination; other activities that he conducted in
regional and capital areas before and after his participation in the civil
service examination; and human networks that he established based on his
involvement in certain organizations or social groups in rural communities
during the four-year period,

The analytic results show that Ki actively participated in a jeob to study

for the civil service examination, maintained close relationships with his



colleagues and teachers, and lived an enthusiastic life as a young
Confucian scholar from the age of 24 to 27. However, as observed in the
lives of most Confucian scholars in the late Joseon period, Ki gradually lost
his interest in the civil service examination after the death of his father,
Instead, he paid great attention to organizations and trends in rural
communities and joined these groups, Follow-up research will be required

to examine the transformations in his life after this period,

key word : Hongjae Diary, Ki Haeng-hyeon, Civil service examination(f}

%), Jeob (¥, a study group), Human networks
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